Justin Kerslake

Lyndall Read

Barbara Kingsford

Karen Wilson

Term 1 Week 2
Date - 8 February 2022
Collaboration Respect Motivation Resilience Positivity
FEBRUARY

UP COMING EVENTS

From the Principal

Week 2
Monday 7
Tuesday 8

School Board Nominations open
Student PCR tests go home

Week 3
Tuesday 15
Tuesday 15
Wednesday 16

Student PCR tests go home
P&C AGM 7.30pm via Zoom
5/6 Assembly 2.10pm

School Contacts
Front Office – 614 20077
Absence Email:
info@lathamps.act.edu.au
Principal:
lyndall.read@ed.act.edu.au
Deputy Principal:
karen.wilson@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years P-K:
sam.bird@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 1/ 2:
toni.brammall@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 3/ 4 and LSUA
bec.smith@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 5/ 6 and specialist programs
greg.taylor@ed.act.edu.au
Business Manager:
Samantha.chapman@ed.act.edu.au
Latham School Board:
lathamprimaryschoolboard@gmail.com
Latham School Website:
http://www.lathamps.act.edu.au/

Welcome Back to 2022!
It has been so wonderful to
welcome our new children and
families to Latham Primary and
to also welcome back our
returning children and families.
Yet again, it has been a different
start to the year, but we were so
pleased to finally have children back. The school is a
very different place when they are not here. The
children have settled remarkably well. You should be
so proud of how quickly they have jumped into
routines and learning. A big thank you to the staff
team for all the work required to start the year. They
have put in so much effort over the last two weeks!
Thank you also to our families for your support as we
have had to enact additional processes to keep our
cohorting arrangements in place. Families can come to
school, but it is by appointment only. The team are
working to keep you as connected as possible. Please
contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions
at all. Email is absolutely the best way to let a teacher
know that you would like to connect. As soon as we
can we look forward to welcoming you back onto the
school grounds.

Next week, each teacher will put a video of the classroom on the Seesaw app so that you can see the various
parts of your child’s classroom and be able to talk to them about it. We are still hoping to have our Student
Lead Conferences in the last week of term so that you can see your child’s learning and help to set some
goals for the rest of the year.
COVID-19
You will have received correspondence about the way we will hand out Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT’s) for
children from this week. We will put the tests into bags on Tuesday afternoon (Wednesday afternoon for
end of the week preschool). Please make sure you remove them from their bag as soon as you can. Thank
you to those families who have let us know that you would like to make alternative arrangements for
collection. The Front Office will be in touch to organise it.

Thank you also to families who have let us know that you have COVID-19 in your household. If your child
does get a positive result the following information is handy for me to have for reporting purposes.
•
•
•
•

Name
Date symptoms started (if any)
Date positive result received
Type of Test – RAT/PCR

If we are advised of a positive test within a cohort, we will work to send the email out to the relevant cohort
by approximately 5pm.
Administration upgrade
Last week we were informed that the administration upgrade would be proceeding, and work will start this
week! So, with very little notice we have had to move out of offices and empty storerooms. At the end of the
newsletter will be a map of where the front office and other executive offices are now located. If you are
coming to school for an appointment you may want to check which gate is the best entry point as we will
have limited access through the school.
Over the course of this week, you will see fencing and barriers go up to keep everyone safe. Parking
becomes even tighter as we have had to locate a shipping container for storage in the front carpark. If you
need to pick your child up for an appointment, please call the front office and they will help you and give you
the best location for pickup. If you have any mobility concerns, please contact the front office. You can still
drive through for drop off and pick up at the beginning and the end of the day.
I hope that you can all stay safe and healthy over the next few weeks.
Kind regards
Lyndall

Year 6 Graduation Special award winners 2021
We wanted to make sure the community was aware of who the recipients of these very special awards were.
These were announced at the 2021 Year 6 graduation ceremony.
The Helen Lewis Perpetual Trophy for reading
Helen Lewis was a grandparent of a Latham student who dedicated many volunteer hours as a Bright Sparks tutor for a
very long time. Helen sadly passed away in 2016, and the family sought an opportunity to celebrate her passion for
supporting reading growth and dedicated this award in her memory. This award goes to any student across years K – 6
that demonstrated commitment to reading and substantial growth in their abilities, understandings, and enjoyment
for reading.
The 2021 recipients are Amani Haddara and Yaak Akoi.
Yaak has made steady progress with reading and has increased his confidence immensely this year. He has discovered
a love of books and has been motivated to read at home too. Congratulations to Yaak.
Amani has made amazing reading progress. She is a shy student who talks very little but is highly motivated to read
aloud. Congratulations to Amani.
Timothy Paine Award for Civics and Citizenship to be awarded by Ken Hogan from The Rotary Club of Ginninderra
Timothy Paine was a previous student of Latham who tragically passed away. He is remembered for his tenacity to put
others first and display strong leadership capabilities. He continually strived to create a respectful community
atmosphere and took initiative to sign up to school roles.
The 2021 recipient is Callum Clear who can be described as considerate, collaborative, and supportive. Who can often
be found helping others in need and ensuring that they are included, heard, and seen. Callum has shown respect to his
peers, teachers, and his school each day in all that he does and is the type of person that you want in your corner.
Callum’s embodiment of the school values in and out of the classroom is exemplary.
Students Choice
Each year the students are given the power of choosing from amongst their peers. They think about their cohort and
nominate students that always display the school values, have continuous respectful relationships with other students
and staff, show their leadership qualities and contribute to the school, by being a strong role model to others.
These two students are kind and hardworking. They are admired by their peers for their dedication and effort. They
are modest and friendly and are always kind and polite to others. It is for these reasons that these two students have
been selected by their peers for this award, well done to the 2021 recipients Toby Grant and Leighton Luteru.
Languages Award
At Latham Primary School all students from preschool to year six engage in the Japanese language’s curriculum. This
award is given to the student that demonstrates a strong application and understanding of Japanese culture and
language and has shown great improvements in their written and aural application of the language.
This Student demonstrated enthusiasm, especially during the challenges of remote learning. They arrived at class with
a smile each lesson and found amazing ways to complete optional extension tasks. The 2021 recipient is Abbey
Brookes.

Arts Award
This award is given to the student/s that demonstrates outstanding application and creative flair across many of the
facets of the arts, such as Dance, Drama and Music. They demonstrate the skill, techniques, processes, materials,
and technologies to explore and reflect on artworks, but communicate and create their own.
In 2021 there are two recipients of this award Imogen Burgess and Heidi Willis.

The 2021 Arts award goes to Imogen Burgess who has been a keen participant in all areas of the performing arts and
has worked diligently on all the set tasks. She often takes a leadership role when working within a small group and
consistently applies her creative skills towards producing performances of a high standard. Her dedication and desire
to always achieve her best has also been reflected in her involvement with both the ukulele and woodwind bands
where she has made excellent progress over the past two years.

The 2021 Performing Arts award goes to Heidi Willis who has been an enthusiastic participant in all areas of the
performing arts. Whether it has been responding to artworks or participating collaboratively within a group, she has
worked diligently on all tasks presented to her and has consistently produced work of high quality. This dedication to
achieving excellence was highlighted in the recent work she completed for dance during remote learning. Heidi’s
obvious talent in dance was showcased in not only her choreographic skills but also in her energy and captivating stage
presence throughout her performances.
Construction Industry Award for Science and Technology
Vincent Ball is the executive director of the Construction Industry Training Council. He began the construction
project that ran at Latham and other primary schools for many years, on the premise of building future designers,
architects, scientists and engineers of the future.
The 2021 recipient receiving this award is Suyana Romero-Tsang who has a love and curious about the world around
her, Suyana applies her understanding not only to areas of science but endeavours to use outside of the box thinking
when faced with challenges in her science learning.
Ben Donohue Award for Sporting Endeavour
Ben Donohue was a previous student at Latham who passed away from cancer in 2005 at the age of 9. We maintain
his memory of being an encouraging sportsman who excelled at soccer. He was a great friend and had a passion for
sport as can be seen in the memorial mural located in the front corridor of the school.
The recipient of this award consistently demonstrates positive leadership skills in all sporting formats. They lead by
example show collaboration not only in sport but across all areas. They are competitive but fair and ensure that
everyone is included at all times. They show a flair and natural acumen for any sport they turn their hand to. The 2021
award recipient is Leighton Luteru.
Sergeant Leonard George Siffleet Award for History
Sergeant Leonard George Siffleet was a member of the Australian Army during World War 2. As he aged he wished to
impart his wisdom, passion and reflection on like-minded history buffs. He was in his 80s and would join Latham
students during lunch times to engage in a history club that focused on the challenges and successes of the military.
The 2021 award recipient is Elias Denley who has always shown a keen interest in modern history, actively shares his
knowledge with peers and has a deep understanding about events/people/cause & effect. Elias uses this knowledge
not only in history but uses it as a basis for writing and flows into their understanding of how the world around them
works.

Chris Meade Award for Outstanding Effort
Chris Meade was a teacher at Latham Primary School for more than 35 years. She retired from teaching to suddenly
pass away. She was an extremely dedicated teacher who built her core role around her relationships with students and
families. She was honoured at the P & C fete with a Devonshire Tea stall and is remembered for her kindness and
selflessness. This award recognises the continuous effort of one of our students throughout all facets of school life,
much like Chris Meade was involved in.
The Chris Meade 2021 Award for Outstanding Effort recipient is Lilly McNeice.
This student is the epitome of enthusiasm.
Lilly has demonstrated an inspiring work ethic, approaching all learning areas with enthusiasm, and a determination to
produce the highest quality work they can achieve. Lilly is always the first to put their hand up to help another student
with their work and share her understanding with others. Lilly’s drive towards perfectionism has been relentless, and
her admirable self-management skills have shown a maturity and passion towards her learning.

Mathematics Award
This award is given to the student that demonstrated outstanding application and achievement across all strands in
the mathematics curriculum, including Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and
Probability.
The mathematics award recipient is Heidi Willis a student has seen amazing growth in their mathematical ability.
Throughout the years we have watched her confidence grow, and her ability to get stronger. This has fostered a love
of challenges and solving problems. Heidi constantly explains her understanding and pushes herself to work harder,
achieve better and unlock her mathematical potential.
English Award
This award is given to the student that demonstrated excellent application and achievement across all areas in the
English curriculum, including Reading, Writing, Viewing, Listening and Speaking.
The 2021 Literacy Award recipient is Abbey Brookes who consistently strives to excel in all aspects of literacy. Abbey
actively seeks feedback to continually improve her skills and engage in thoughtful and reflective conversations
regarding processes and practise. Abbeys drive to improve does not come at the expense of others, and she regularly
mentors and supports other students, and kindly shares their understanding with others. This student has an open and
honest passion for literacy.
Ron Irvin Award for Academic Excellence
Ron Irvin was the first principal of Latham Primary School in 1972, finishing here in 1979. He is remembered for being a
gentle giant, who was quietly spoken and regularly celebrated the pursuit of learning. Many teachers that worked with
Ron have gone on to be principals within the ACT system. This award is presented to the student that demonstrates
high academic achievement across all learning areas. They continually demonstrate strong work ethic and consistent
results that strive to exceed expectations.
The 2021 Academic Excellence award recipient is Imogen Burgess who has demonstrated outstanding effort, initiative
and achievement in all areas of her learning. Imogen consistently strives for excellence and shows determination in
each learning endeavour. She always seeks feedback and applies it to improve her work and understanding. This
inquisitive students' willingness to share her ideas and learning have made Imogen a valued member of Latham
Primary School.
Congratulations to all winners, Latham Primary School wishes you all the best of luck for your future.

A friendly reminder to please do not enter the school building unless you have an appointment or need to
collect your child early from school.
If you need to collect your child early from school, please either phone us 61420077 or email
Lathamps@ed.act.edu.au to arrange pick up.

Welcome back
Welcome back everyone. The P&C are here to help
provide support and services to Latham families. Your
questions, comments and ideas are always welcome, get
in touch with us via lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com or
via our facebook site, just search "Latham Primary School
P&C" or if you don't have Facebook subscribe to our
website, https://www.lathampandc.org.au for updates.

The P&C needs your help
Calling all parents to consider joining the P&C. Several of
our current Committee Members will not be continuing
in their roles this year. To ensure we can continue
supporting Latham families please consider taking up a
position.
Elections will be held on Tuesday 15th Feb @ 7:30pm via Zoom at the P&C Annual General Meeting.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83904862081?pwd=bXNsQWh4alNlQ3hyYjhwQWZ1NDF3dz09

All parents, preschool to year 6 are welcome.
Check out the role descriptions on our website, www.lathampandc.org.au/about or get in contact with us via
Facebook or lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com

The P&C offers many services for Latham families and without parents in positions we may not be able to
provide the following.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Latham Lunchbox
Breakfast Club
Uniform Shop
Social events for children and families (Movie Nights, Discos, Water Fun Day, etc)
Gifts to help children celebrate their Mothers, Fathers and other significant adults in their life
at the Mother's/Father's Day Stalls.
The Community Hub (community and afters space - currently being renovated, opening soon)

Latham Lunchbox Update
The Latham Lunch box is open for lunch and recess orders from Tuesday to Friday each week.
Check out our new menu on Flexischools.
•
•
•
•

New Everyday menu items
New Daily Specials each day which will change each term with the seasons
New option in Flexischools for making a donation to the canteen
Birthday Buckets to continue with new options coming soon, send your ideas
to Bonnie.

Orders can only be placed via Flexischools, https://www.flexischools.com.au/. Order cutoff is 8am on the
day.

Counter sales are not currently available, we hope to have them back again soon.
For any canteen enquiries and order cancellations contact Bonnie between 9am - 1pm, Tuesday to Friday
on 61420095 or email lathamlunchbox@gmail.com

New Information for Uniforms 2022
Good afternoon parents, uniforms will be available to purchase online only while access to the school front
office area is unavailable during its refit. Unfortunately, Eftpos will be not be available until further notice.
Online payments can be made into the P&C bank account BSB 633 000 ACC 179 829 932
Completed Uniform order forms can be emailed to uniforms.lathampandc@gmail.com or please email your
child's sizes, name and class and amounts required
Orders will be delivered to your child’s classroom, and they will bring it home once the order has been
processed.
I thank you for your understanding during this time and I look forward to assisting you with any uniform
requirements
Thank you - Vicky P&C uniform coordinator

Breakfast Club Updates
Due to covid restrictions, the breakfast club will NOT commence this week. We will
provide a further update as soon as we can.
- Latham P&C #Lathamcan https://www.lathampandc.org.au/

Fresh Tastes information for the Latham community
Hello everyone and welcome back to an exciting school year. There is so much to love about summer
in Canberra.
With a fresh start to a new year, I thought I would start off with some ideas about lunch boxes. I know many
of you are packing lunch boxes for your children for the first time in 6 weeks and some like me for the very
first time. You are thinking about what they will eat balanced with what are going to be healthy options.
Attached in this newsletter are some colourful mini posters containing important information and fresh
ideas.
Fresh Tastes Coordinator
Mike Smith

VACANT SCHOOL BOARD POSITIONS 2022
We want YOU for the Latham Primary School Board
If you are eager to contribute to the governance of Latham Primary School, you should nominate for a
position on the Latham Primary School Board. No prior experience is necessary.
One (1) Parents and Citizens Association Member
One (1) Parents Member
Nominations open on Monday 7 February 2022 at 11:00am
Nominations close on Monday 21 February 2022 at 11:00am
Voting opens on Monday 6 March 2022 at 11:00am
Voting closes on Tuesday 15 March 2022 at 11:00am
Appointments will commence on 1 April 2022
The parents and citizens members appointed to the school board represent the views and interests of
members of the parents and citizens association of the school. Membership of the parents and citizens
association of the school is prescribed in the constitution of the association. Membership is usually open to
all parents and carers of students enrolled at the school (including teachers who are also parents or carers of
students enrolled at the school) and adult persons residing in the area who seek membership.
Parents and citizens members appointed to the school board must ensure that issues and priorities
discussed at school board meetings are communicated to members of the parents and citizens association of
the school. Parents and citizens members of the school are eligible to nominate and vote for the positions.
The parents and citizens member's term is for the prescribed period (no longer than 24 months). A parents
and citizens member may be elected as chairperson or deputy chairperson of the school board.
Melissa Cruz-Willis
Assistant Returning Officer
Telephone: 614 20077
Email: melissa.cruz-willis@ed.act.edu.au

