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Messages from the Principal 
 

Dear Latham families 
 
It is amazing to think that we are in the second half of 
term 3 already! After the cold and dreary weather of last 
week, seeing the sun this week has been gorgeous! 
 
National Science Week 2020 
Science Week was an amazing experience for us last 
week. There was lots of thinking, pondering, 
hypothesising and experimenting. And A LOT of mess!!! 
We will have photos and reflections to share of last week. 
Science Week extended into this week with the bonus 
satellite selfie that was postponed due to bad weather. 
The children did so well, making our L and P outside and 
then holding the 
position for the 
required time. Once 
we know when the 
satellite selfie is 
available, we will let 
you know how to 
access it. My sincere 
thanks to the 
Science Week team 
for their efforts in 
organising all the experiences and events.  
 
Staff Learning 
Our staff team at Latham undertake professional learning 
and their own learning enquiries to continue to improve. 

Recently, the team have undertaken a Team Teach training session to refresh our skills in creating safe and 
supportive learning environments. Each term, the teachers also develop a learning goal which supports their 
action research. These are our goals for Term 3. The Preschool team are looking at how play artefacts made 
by children enrich their play. The Kindergarten team are looking how children answer both literal and 
inferential questions about fiction texts. The Years 1 and 2 team are looking at how children use and the 
number of reading strategies they use when reading. The Years 3 and 4 team are looking at the number of 
children achieving their personal reading goals. The Years 5 and 6 team are looking at aligning language and 
strategies of cooperative reading practices to reading guidelines to provide consistent, specific and targeted 
language and strategies to support the children’s reading goals. The Learning Support team are looking at 
sight word knowledge to improve reading development.  

AUGUST UP COMING EVENTS 

Friday 28 Wear it Purple Day   

Week 7  Literacy and Numeracy Week  

Monday 31 Bungee group years 1/2 

September  

Tuesday 1 School photos  

Wednesday 2 Assembly Latham Link ‘Live’  

Friday 4 School photos – catch up day 
and Preschool (Thurs/Fri group) 
Orienteering for years 3 - 6 

School Contacts  

Front Office – 614 20077 
Absence Email:   
info@lathamps.act.edu.au 
Principal:  
lyndall.read@ed.act.edu.au 
Deputy Principal:  
karen.wilson@ed.act.edu.au 
Executive P-2:  
melissa.mongan@ed.act.edu.au 
michael.smith@ed.act.edu.au 
Executive 3-6:  
daniel.manestar@ed.act.edu.au 
Business Manager:  
Samantha.chapman@ed.act.edu.au 
Latham School Board:  
lathamprimaryschoolboard@gmail.com  
Latham School Website: 
http://www.lathamps.act.edu.au/ 

Karen Wilson Vanessa Hagon 

Sharon Brookes Lyndall Read 

Term 3 Week 6 

Thursday 27August 2020 
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The Specialist Team are looking at differentiating programs for children requiring specialist support to scaffold 
their skill development. We look forward to sharing what we found out! 
 
 
E-Safety 
You would be aware about the issue with emails across the Directorate a couple of weeks ago. Although no 
children at Latham were directly involved, it was a reminder for us to raise the issue with our children at 
Latham Primary. Karen checked in with the children in Years 5 and 6 last week and talked through how to be 
safe online. We encourage all our families to have regular conversations with children about this issue. You 
can find excellent resources and information here www.esafety.gov.au/parents 
 
Bike and Scooter Safety 
We love that our children are active and that so many Latham Primary children ride or use scooters to get to 
and from school. We are very concerned that a small number of children are not wearing helmets as they 
leave the school grounds. All of our community want our children to arrive home safely. Should you need help 
to source a helmet for your child, please contact the school. We will be in contact with families should we 
continue to be worried about your child. 
Should you have any comments or questions please let me know. 

Kind regards 

Lyndall 

 

Merit Awards

Congratulations to the following students on receiving a merit award at the assembly on the Wednesday 19 
August 2020. 

Ryan B, Zahara F, Daewood A, Maddy C, Marcel H, Zainab B, Hazel C, Liam T, Lilly F, Cooper 
S, Abdullah A, Sailor B, Rosamin B, Dean S, Nate K, Lexie W, Heid D R, Robert W, Nathan H, 
Mila A, Marley M, Asta C, Mark U, Legacy B, Kayla R, Noah D, Ziva B, Sappho O F, Nasia S, 

Eli G, Logan B, Jet M, Miia K L, Sarah W, Jessica M & Logan L.  

Acknowledgement of Country 

Dhawra nguna, dhawra Ngunawal. 
Yanggu gulanyin ngalawiri, dhunayi, Ngunawal 

dhwara.  
Wanggaralijinyin mariny balan bugarabang 

 
We at Latham Primary would like to acknowledge 
and thank the Ngunawal people for letting us play, 

learn and live on this land. We respect your 
connection to this country, ongoing culture and 
elders. We will help pass on knowledge of the 
Ngunawal culture, languages and traditions.  

  
Ngunawal Language Revival Project Working Group 2018 
Latham Primary School Cultural Integrity Project Team and Student Acknowledgement Working Group 2018 

http://www.esafety.gov.au/parents


 

 

A message from the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development 

In the ACT there are 88 public schools, over 49,000 public school students and 

around 3,800 educators. But of course, I understand that for each of us as parents, 

the most important school is the school our children go to. That’s why I want to 

make sure that every public school is a great school. 

The ACT Government is upgrading and expanding public schools to make sure that 

learning environments are accessible and sustainable.  

The government is committed to ensuring that every public school has the 

infrastructure to support high-quality education and that’s why the government has 

been investing more than $115 million to upgrade public schools right across the 

Territory.  

 

Here at Latham Primary School the government has provided:  

- upgrades to the outdoor courtyard attached to the small group learning space with hedge 

planting, a Softfall surface, new fencing, lockable cupboards in classrooms and painting to 

provide positive and engaging learning environments for students; 

- security upgrades including new doors and locks; 

- a new bike shelter and enclosure to encourage students to ride to school; 

- an upgrade of carpark lights to be solar powered; 

- greater thermal comfort in various learning spaces through new ceiling fans, cooling systems 

and solar-reflective window tinting; and 

- a new auto door for one of the classrooms for better student accessibility, along with a new 

accessible toilet. 

Sagging eaves have also been replaced along with internal room modifications, as part of the ACT 

Government’s $35 million fast track stimulus program to support local businesses and keep Canberrans 

employed. 

 

Every child and family has a place in ACT public schools regardless of their background or life 

circumstances. That’s why this investment into public school infrastructure goes beyond just the basic things 

that allow learning and teaching to take place. The ACT Government invests in public schools to make sure 

that every student has what they need to be included, and to learn and develop their interests, passions and life 

skills.  

 

The ACT Government has upgraded heating and cooling systems, reducing polluting emissions and making 

temperatures comfortable and conducive to learning in over 40 older public schools across Canberra.  

The government also provided 4,000 Chromebooks to schools at the beginning of this school year and a further 

3,000 Chromebooks and 500 iPads were purchased for use during the COVID-19 pandemic to assist with remote 

learning. 

 

Schools have seen upgraded classrooms, toilets, libraries, canteens and bike shelters, as well as gardens, 

landscaping and playground areas in schools to make sure that these spaces are positive and accommodating. 

As Canberra grows, the government is making sure that schools grow with it. Every child has the right to access 

education and the ACT Government is making sure that this right is equally ensured for every young person.  

 

Yvette Berry MLA 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From your Respect Equity and Diversity Contact Officer 
Wear it Purple Day Friday 28 August 2020 
 
Wear it Purple is a day of acceptance and to raise awareness that while we have made progress, young 
LGBTIQ+ people still experience discrimination, prejudice and harassment in our community. This year, more 
than ever, Wear it Purple Day is an opportunity to connect as a community and support each other. The 
team at Latham Primary will be acknowledging the day by wearing purple and invite our community to join 
us in wearing purple on Friday 28 August 2020. 
 
If you would like more information feel free to contact Mike Smith at michael.smith@ed.act.edu.au the 
Latham Primary School REDCO.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

Parents: Want to help improve our school? 
Over 64 parents and carers have already 
completed the 2020 School Satisfaction & Climate 
Survey but, for the results to reflect the opinions 
of our whole school community, we need as many 
of you as possible to complete the survey before 
31 August.  
 
If you cannot locate the unique survey link sent to 
you on Monday 10 August (your child’s name and 

school will be in the first line of the email) or did not receive one, please use this link to take the 
survey: https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj . You will need to have your child’s Student ID handy. To complete 
the survey for a second child, simply click on the link again. 
 
Thanks to all our families who have completed the survey; your feedback is appreciated. 
 
Daniel Manestar 
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Next week (week 7) is 

National Literacy and 

Numeracy week. We will be 

once again having some 

great in school challenges to 

explore the joys of literacy 

and numeracy! Keep an eye 

on Seesaw for more details 

on the challenges, so you 

can challenge yourselves at 

home 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Junior School  

Science Home Task 
 

Creating an ocean Habitat 
 

Ocean creatures need to have shelter, 

food to eat, and clean seawater in 

which to live.  

 

Your task is to imagine what their 

sustainable habitat might look like and 

create a model using a variety of 

materials, you can label the important 

features of the habitat and/or write a 

small description for it. 

 

Remember, some ocean creatures like 

to swim in the ocean, others live in rock pools, and some live in seagrass meadows, while others live in reefs 

in the ocean.  

 

This task can be brought into school to be on display until the end of term 3. Please make sure students' names 

are on their modelled habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior School  

Science Home Task 
 

Creating a sailing boat 
 

 

Your challenge is to design a boat with a mast and a sail. Explore different materials 

and experiment with a variety of sail shapes, test materials in water.  

 

● What materials could you use for the boat?  

● What is the best shape for a boat that will stay afloat?  

● What is the best shape for a boat to help it travel efficiently on water?  

● Does altering the boat’s shape improve its performance? 

● How do we keep the boat upright? 

● How can the mast and boom be secured?  

 

This task can be brought into school to be on display until Monday 21 September (Week 

10). During lunch time on Monday we will test them in water. Please make sure 

students' names are on their modelled habitats. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


