Justin Kerslake

Lyndall Read

Cathy Coe

Karen Wilson

Term 1 Week 4
Date - 21 February 2022
Collaboration Respect Motivation Resilience Positivity
School Contacts
Front Office – 614 20077
Absence Email:
info@lathamps.act.edu.au
Principal:
lyndall.read@ed.act.edu.au
Deputy Principal:
karen.wilson@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years P-K:
sam.bird@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 1/ 2:
toni.brammall@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 3/ 4 and LSUA
bec.smith@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 5/ 6 and specialist programs
greg.taylor@ed.act.edu.au
Business Manager:
Samantha.chapman@ed.act.edu.au
Latham School Board:
lathamprimaryschoolboard@gmail.com
Latham School Website:
http://www.lathamps.act.edu.au/

From the Principal
Dear Latham Families
Welcome to week 4!
Class Names
In 2022 our class names are
based on Australian Artists. Each
class was asked to look at a
couple of artists and then undertake a
mini-inquiry into these artists in week 1. This gave our
teachers and children an opportunity to learn about
these Australian artists before one was selected. They
were also challenged to choose some lesser-known
Australian artists. Later on in the newsletter you will
be able to read a little bit about each class and the
inquiry process each class went through to choose
their class name.

Latham Primary Turns 50!
It is our
Birthday in 2022 and we want to celebrate and share the history of Latham Primary. We are just
starting to develop our plans for the year but if you like a party and can think creatively about how we can
celebrate this milestone please let me know. We would like to collect copies of any memorabilia so if you
know people who use to attend or teach at Latham Primary, please give them a heads up that we would love
to hear their stories and get copies of any documents they would be willing to share. Thanks in advance for
your help with this.
50th

Admin Refurbishment
Since the last newsletter we have moved out of the space and works have commenced with the
refurbishment. We thank you for your patience as the front of the school is cordoned off and we have
alternative arrangements in place. We hope to provide an update each newsletter so that you can see the
progress over this term.
P&C AGM
A big thank you to the 2021 P&C committee who officially finished up at the AGM last week. It certainly was
a complex year for the P & C and I wanted to say thank you from the school to Barbara and the 2021
executive for their flexibility and creativeness as we navigated the year that was 2021. Disappointingly, a
number of well-loved P&C events were not able to take place last year. Hopefully we will be able to get back
into the swing of things this year. I look forward to working our new P&C president, Cathy Coe and the rest
of the executive in 2022.

COVID Information and Rapid Antigen Test Distribution
Thank you again to our children and families for your help in getting the Rapid Antigen Tests home. You
would have seen the announcement from the ACT Government that tests will be provided for children for
weeks 5 to 8. We hope that we will be able to provide two weeks of tests for each child on the Tuesday of
Weeks 5 and 7. Once the tests have been delivered I will be able confirm arrangements for you. Please also
note that information will be emailed to the relevant cohorts between 3 and 5pm if there are confirmed
COVID cases who have been at school during their infectious period.
Kind regards
Lyndall

A friendly reminder to please do not enter the school building unless you have an appointment or need to
collect your child early from school.
If you need to collect your child early from school, please either phone us 61420077 or email
Lathamps@ed.act.edu.au to arrange pick up.

Local community information
In the last couple of weeks, I have had a range of questions from parents re-how to help and support their
child or children at school. I have decided to share over the next couple of newsletters some resources and
tips for families to support their child or children at school
Parents play a big role in helping their children to be confident and enthusiastic learners by helping them
believe they can do well at school, that trying hard and doing their best is important, and helping them be
organised, navigate challenges, and solve problems.
Here are some tips and ideas about the things you can do to help your child’s learning. I will share more in
the next newsletter.
Tip 1: Aim High - Believe in Your Child’s Potential
When a parent holds high aspirations for their child, they do better at school. Showing your child that you
believe in them and their ability to do their best at school rubs off - it builds children’s confidence helps
them see themselves as someone who can do well.
In Practice:
•

Praise your child for trying hard (not just for doing well) and celebrate little successes.

•

Aim high - let your child know you think that learning and school are important and that trying hard
matters.

•

Discuss aspirations for the future with your child - this is important at any age! Talk to your child
often about the hopes, dreams and plans they have.

Tip 2: Talk with Your Child
Just spending time talking with your child helps them to learn and grow. Simple ways to do this include
talking about what they’re learning at school and what they enjoy or find difficult.
In Practice:
•

Talk with your child about what’s happening at school. Ask about activities, programs, what they are
learning or what they found interesting or fun in their day.

•

Ask specific questions to draw information out of your child - instead of ‘yes’ or ‘no’ questions, try
open questions that encourage discussion, such as “how do you think you went with your maths or
reading today?”; “what made you laugh today?”; “who did you see being a helper today?”; “what
was the most interesting thing you played?”

•

Even if the answers are ‘good’ or ‘nothing’, keep trying. Find out what your child’s favourite subjects
are and what they are learning about. Try to make connections between what they are learning at
school to everyday life - like practicing reading and counting at the shops.

•

Talk with your child about social or cultural issues, or big ideas – discussion and exploration of big
ideas encourages critical thinking, fosters curiosity about how things work, creates enthusiasm for
learning and provides an opportunity to turn thoughts into language.

•

Reminisce and chat about the times your family has spent together or talk about big ideas - such as
the things you and your family believe in, your culture, science and nature or important issues that
are happening in the community or the country.

Kind regards
Mike Smith
Latham Primary School

5/6 “The Gallery”
JS - Bohie Palacek
MO - Bjarni Wark
EL - Dale Huddleston
MS - Domenic Bahmann
In the year of Australian artists, the 5/6 team really wanted to introduce and expose the 5/6 students to the
vibrant Canberra art scene. In doing so we also hope to be able to bring the artists into our space to foster
meaningful and memorable experiences for the students.
Students voted for the artists they wished to explore the art styles of after engaging with a curated selection
of Canberra artists. Students chose a variety of art styles to work with, including mural, digital and traditional
indigenous art forms.
We look forward to the exciting, colourful, and creative experiences 2022 has to offer!
1/2 Angie and Hugh
After studying and replicating a range of Australian Artists' works, we decided to name ourselves after the
wonderful Pete Cromer. Pete Cromer is a contemporary Australian artist based in the Colac Otway region of
Victoria. Inspired by the optimistic personalities in people and wildlife, Pete’s work is renowned for his
signature bursts of glowing colour and beautiful textures, all reflected in his
bold collages, paintings and sculptures.
Why 1/2 AD and HM chose Pete Cromer:
● He adds lots of colours to his art
● I like all the small little details
● He uses his imagination
● The art is unusual
● The animals he creates have their normal colours plus other really
bright colours
● I JUST LOVE IT
1/2 Sarah
We spent several days exploring the artworks of Elaine Russel and Graeme Base. After several votes, some
debates and more thinking time, we chose Graeme Base as our class name.We love his artworks because he
uses many different colours, he loves animals, and he creates very intricate artworks. We also love that he
makes them into books!
Our favourite quote from Graeme Base is when he answered the question ‘Did you always want to be a
writer?
“Actually, I always wanted to be an artist (or maybe a musician). Writing came later when I ﬁgured out that if
I wrote the stories myself, l could draw what I wanted instead of what someone else wanted… But I am first
and foremost an artist not a writer.”
What an awesome artist!

1/2 Britt and Holly
We investigated a range of Australian artists to decide who we wanted to name our class after in 2022. Due
to how colourful Ken Done’s art is, he was a clear winner for our class name. After painting for many years,
Ken Done gave up his advertising career to become a painter full-time. Since then, he has held over 100 oneman shows, including major exhibitions in Australia, Europe, Japan and the USA. His works have been shown
in the Archibald, Sulman, Wynne, Blake, and Dobell Prizes. Ken’s paintings have become a creative source of
a unique and highly successful Australian business which promotes Australian art and design to a global
audience. We are looking forward to creating pieces of art inspired by this creative Australian artist.

Rowena Martinich, is the Australian artist that the LSUA-TG class is named after. She is a modern-day artist
who lives in Melbourne and is known for her spontaneous and playful creations, rich in vibrant colours. We
explored her art piece ‘Galactic’ and collaborated our thoughts and feelings when viewing the artwork. We
then became inspired to paint our own playful pieces of art using Rowena’s art as examples. We finished our
artworks by taking images of ourselves representing our unique personalities.

LSUAEW completed an inquiry into two Australian artists – Sidney Nolan and Melinda Harper. These two
artists are complete opposites in style and composition with Sidney Nolan completing more traditional oil
paintings, most notably the Ned Kelly series; and Melinda Harper is an abstract artist who uses shape and
colour to create eye catching pieces. The bright colours and patterns of Melinda Harper’s works were the
clear winners, with students voting for her as their favourite artist. Not even Ned Kelly could sway them!
Melinda Harper is an Australian abstract artist. She works with a variety of media including drawing, collage,
photography, screen printing, painted objects and embroideries. Her work is characterised by the use of
colours, stripes and geometrical designs. Harper’s passion for art began at an early age, while visiting the
then newly opened National Gallery of Australia in the early 1980s. “I decided to become an artist when I
was in high school,” says Harper. “The National Gallery opened when I was in high school in Canberra and it
was the first time I saw important art works in the flesh. We’ve recreated one of her artworks, you might see
it outside our room, and we can’t wait to create more in Melinda Harper’s style.

Hi families – here’s all the latest from our P&C...
Welcome to Week 4!
Last Tuesday the Latham P&C held its Annual General Meeting and elected new Committee members. We’ll
be sharing profiles of our new and returning Committee members over the following weeks, but we are still
looking for people to fill the roles of:
●
●
●
●
●

Vice President
Secretary
Breakfast Club Coordinator
Communications Officer
Gardens and grounds coordinator

Check out the role descriptions on our website, www.lathampandc.org.au/about or get in contact with us via
Facebook or lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com. To ensure we can continue supporting Latham families
please consider taking up a position.
Calling all board game enthusiasts…
Are you a Scrabble master? Do you like to throw down hotels
on Mayfair and Park Lane? Was it the butler in the library with
the candlestick? If you like to play boardgames, the P&C wants
to hear from you!
We are putting together an activity library, to go into the new
and improved School Community Hub. Once finished, this
activity library will offer games and activities that any Latham
family can borrow. But to develop the library we need to know
– what are your favourite board games? Do you prefer Yahtzee
to Twister? Or is UNO more your style?
To help us, please comment on our pinned Facebook post with
what games your family would love to borrow, or send an email
to thevicepresident.lathampandc@gmail.com.
Additionally, if you have games collecting dust that you would like to add to the library – please let us
know! (Any donations need to be complete and in good condition).
How to get in touch
The P&C are here to help provide support and services to Latham families. Your questions, comments and
ideas are always welcome, get in touch with us via lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com or via our Facebook
site, just search "Latham Primary School P&C" or if you don't have Facebook subscribe to our website,
https://www.lathampandc.org.au for updates.
Expressions of Interest - Facebook Administrators
We are seeking expressions of interest for Administrators of our group Facebook page.
Please email thepresident.lathampandc@gmail.com

