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UP COMING EVENTS
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Years 3-6 return to online
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Year 1/2 Excursion Umbagong
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P&C Election BBQ
National Simultaneous
Storytime (NSS)
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Uniform Free Day – Fundraising for
Prader Willi Syndrome (PWS)
National Walk Safely to School
Day
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Dear families
It is in the times that continue to place changes in our
path that I am grateful for our wonderfully supportive
Latham school community. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank each and every one of you for
your continued support as we ride the waves of COVID
and the impact on the school. We had a change of
restrictions at the beginning of last week, with families
now welcome to enter the school grounds. Visits to
classrooms and meetings with teachers continue to be
by appointment only. If you wish to talk with your
child’s class teacher, please call the front office or
email the teacher directly. Masks are still required to
be worn within the school building.

Year 3-6 move to remote learning
Since the beginning of the year, the Education
Directorate has been monitoring staffing levels at each
school site across the ACT. Last Wednesday I received
a call from the Directorate that Latham Primary
Schools year 3-6 cohort were moving to remote
learning from the following day. We are expecting
them to be back on site Thursday 19 May. We will
receive further advice from the Directorate if there are
any changes to this. This move was due to high
numbers of staff absences resulting in split classes,
collapsing of specialist classes and executive teachers
covering classes.

Staff planning days

Friday 3 June 2022 and Monday 27 June 2022 have
been set aside as Planning Days to provide time for
teachers to complete reporting processes and
undertake planning. These days will be beneficial to
ensuring that students continue to have the highquality teaching and learning programs expected at
Latham Primary School. We acknowledge that this may put pressure on families and appreciate the plans
that families put in place to support our teachers to do their best work by keeping their children at home on
these dates.

Staffing
We have some temporary staffing changes in place at the moment to accommodate opportunities for
members of our leadership team.
Lyndall is currently acting in the role of Director of School Improvement (DSI) for the Belconnen network
until the end of week 6. This is a great opportunity for the network principals to utilise Lyndall's knowledge
and experience. Lyndall is always keen to learn more about how to support colleagues. This role is an
opportunity to engage with the network through a different lens. Throughout this time, I will continue as
acting Principal, with Bec Smith as Deputy Principal. Eddy Bright will continue as the year 3/4 team leader.
Sam Bird has been diligently working towards his Early Childhood qualifications in 2021 and 2022 and is
undertaking his practical requirements during weeks 4 and 5. Isobel Short will be the preschool/kindergarten
team leader in his absence. Sandy Newbery will take over much of the teaching in KIS during this time.
Kind regards,
Karen

Hello Latham Community,

I’m leaning into our wonderful community and asking for your support! Lots of
children at Latham primary school already know I’m Eddy the teacher with
awesome joke telling abilities, however, I’m also a proud dad to 4 children, one
of which, my newest addition Evie has a very rare genetic disorder called Prader
Willi Syndrome (PWS).

Most people have never heard of PWS as it only affects one in every
15,000/20,000 people around the world. Evie was born missing gene number 15.

PWS is a genetic disorder that affects the part of their brain which is responsible for the regulation of all the
systems in the body. The control of hunger, thirst, strengthen, muscle movement, cognitive processing,
temperature regulation and pain.

As a community I’d love you to help my family raise awareness, and support people living with Prader-Willi
Syndrome.

Friday 27 May 2002 is PWS Awareness Day, and as such students are
encouraged to wear something orange to school and donate a gold coin to
raise funds for PWS research.

Further information about Prader-Willi Syndrome and to find out how our
effort will support, can be found at www.pwsavic.org.au
Or come for a walk!
Because exercise is a core intervention in managing weight, physical health and mental health for people
with PWS, I’ll also be participating in the PWS finding 15 challenge on Saturday 28 May 2022 from 9am. I’ll
be walking 15km around lake Ginninderra (roughly 3 laps). If the sun is out, come on down and say hi, do a
lap with me, or donate to Team Evie with all funds going to PWS research. If you would like more
information, please send me an email at Eddy.Bright@ed.act.edu.au.

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME – 25 May 2022 at
11:00am
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian
Library and Information Association (ALIA). Every year a picture book,
written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read
simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family
homes, bookshops and many other places around the country. Now in its
22nd successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to
promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's
book.
This year NSS takes place on Wednesday 25 May 2022 at 11:00am and we
will be reading the story ‘Family Tree’ by Josh Pyke and illustrated by Ronojoy Gosh.

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS
Congratulations to Sujit Mukherjee and Nicole Baillie who were recently appointed as the Parent Members
on the Latham Primary School Board in accordance with the Education Act 2004 (the Act)
Thank you, to the outgoing School Board members Robert Coombs and Justin Kerslake, for their contribution
to the governance of our school.

We Need Your Help!
There are multiple ways you can support us.
Exciting news! With the relaxation of covid restrictions
it means the P&C are permitted to start up the
Breakfast Club again!!! What is the Breakfast Club? Normally run on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from
08:30-09:00, we offer a free breakfast of toast, cereal and hot chocolate to all kids. How can you help? We
need a Breakfast Club Coordinator (and/or a team of people to share the role).
As the coordinator you will:
- Be in charge of organising the breakfast club including food purchases/donations and volunteer
roster. (We have established processes and will help get you started).
- Provide an update on breakfast club activities and priorities to the P&C.
- Be responsible for Breakfast Club messaging e.g. Facebook, the school newsletter and website etc.
Unfortunately, we can not run this service for the kids without a Coordinator and regular volunteers.
If you would like to know more or have time to assist please email us at lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com.
Canteen News
The last couple of years hasn’t been kind to our Canteen. However, thanks to your support we are getting
back on track. The new menu and the daily specials have been really popular and we are all very happy to
see that orders can be placed by 8am each day again.
Term Two Specials
Tuesday - Homemade Beef Lasagne with a rich italian tomato sauce loaded with vegetables.
Wednesday - Yakiudon - Teriyaki fried noodles with either chicken or tofu.
Thursday - Loaded Jacket Potato - Mexican beef salsa and cheese, baked beans and cheese or just
cheese.
If you have any feedback on the menu, please send an email
to Barbara, the P&C Canteen Coordinator via
canteencoord.lathampandc@gmail.com
Canteen Roster
Due to popular demand, our canteen is really busy on
Fridays. To ensure we don’t have to limit Friday orders we
need volunteers to help Bonnie prepare the orders on time.
Our term 2 roster is full so we are now looking to fill the
term 3 roster, that’s only 10 people (one person per week
per term).
When: Friday’s between 9 and 11:30am
Who: parents, grandparents, aunt or uncles
What: food preparation only, no counter sales, no experience needed, all training and support
provided… and you get to hang out with the lovely Bonnie for the morning…
If you’re interested in volunteering for a Friday or two, email Barbara
canteencoord.lathampandc@gmail.com your contact details and your preferred Friday via
canteencoord.lathampandc@gmail.com.

Get your Democracy Sausage here!

The 2022 Federal Election will be held on Saturday 21 May 2022. Help support our P&C and ask your
family and friends to grab a sausage and a cake for later
while they place their votes at Latham Primary.
The Latham P&C will be hosting a barbecue and cake stall at
the school on the day. Funds raised will help make the
Latham Primary School 50th Anniversary Fete on 22nd
October just that little bit more amazing.
Donations
BBQ - A call out for donations for the barbecue for items like
sauces, napkins and drinks is live on the P&C facebook group.
Please check it out.
Cake Stall - Paper plates and information notes were sent
home on Friday (Kindy to yr 2). Due to building disruptions
and covid restrictions, we are asking for all baked goods
donations to be delivered to 92 Macrossan Crescent Latham
on Friday 20 May between 9am and 7pm, or to the stall
directly at the school on 21 May, preferably before 9am
when it is likely to start getting very busy.
All baked items will be stored at room temperature
overnight, so please, no fresh cream fillings or items that
require refrigeration. If you would like more than one paper
plate, please contact Tegan via socialevents.lathampandc@gmail.com. You are also welcome to purchase
your own takeaway containers or glass jars to display the items, but please understand the items will be sold
in their containers, so will not be returned.
Baking is not only restricted to parents and carers of the students. If a grandparent or neighbour is handy in
the kitchen and would like to contribute, please encourage them to get in contact. Although Years 3-6 are
not currently at school, we welcome their families to bake too! Items can be packaged on a paper plate in a
freezer bag, or contact Tegan via socialevents.lathampandc@gmail.com (don’t forget your ingredients lists!)
Volunteers
We also need volunteers for the day, to serve food and drinks, work the BBQ, keep on top of the stock and
take money etc.
Due to COVID, school polling booths are now open longer - from 8am to 6pm. We would like to have the
BBQ up and running from 8am, but will likely wrap up around 3 in the afternoon, unless we still have food
and demand.
Please contact Tegan at socialevents.lathampandc@gmail.com if you or a family member can help out for a
couple of hours on the day.

Thank You’s
Market Meats Belconnen for
offering a discount price on
sausages for our P&C BBQ, Good
Brother Cafe Dickson for donating
sausage rolls and vegetarian rolls
to sell, Emma Georgiou for
donating all the bread for the
sausage sandwiches, and our
Latham community for all the
donations already pledged to help
make this a fantastic Election Day
Stall!
As a thank you to our wonderful Latham teachers, the P&C committee delivered some freshly baked
cookies. If you would like to help keep the cookie jars full, please contact Kath at
thevicepresident.lathampandc@gmail.com

The Mango Fundraiser, definitely a family
favourite, is set to go ahead this year. Order
forms will be sent out in August/September,
Mango delivery is expected in November.
Trays will be $28ea.
Want to meet new people and have some
fun? There is a place just for you on our
P&C. We are still seeking more like minded
parents to share the load in the following formal Committee positions:
-

Treasurer (and Public Officer)
Vice President
Communications Officer
Breakfast Club Coordinator (more information above)

Regardless of how much time you have to give there are always plenty of ways you can help either on a
regular basis or just as a one off. We encourage and welcome any and all involvement from all community
members. This includes parents, carers, grandparents, aunts and uncles.
Visit the P&C website for information about our P&C roles.
Next Meeting
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14 June 2022 at 7.30pm, via Google Meet.
Look after yourselves Latham families!

Dear Parents/Carers
I am sending you a list of infectious diseases and the exclusion periods and other measures which should be
followed if a child contracts or comes into contact with a person who has one of the listed diseases.
The ACT Public Health Regulations 2000, assigns to parents a responsibility to exclude their child from school
and to notify the school if there are reasonable grounds for believing that their child has an infectious
disease, or been in contact with a person who has one of the diseases listed.
Under the Regulations schools must also notify the Chief Health Officer if a child enrolled at the school has a
vaccine preventable disease. This allows the Chief Health Officer to take any public health action necessary to
prevent the further spread of the disease.
In the event of an outbreak of a vaccine preventable disease at the school, or in the community, the Chief
Health Officer may issue a health direction to the school to take any specified action to reduce the public
health risk caused by the outbreak.
If you have any questions in relation to these requirements, please ring the Communicable Disease Control
Section, Health Directorate on (02) 6205 2155
Personal hygiene measures such as hand washing, covering the mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing,
covering weeping sores, not sharing food or drinks and not attending school when ill or suffering from
diarrhoea are important means of limiting the transmission of a number of common infectious conditions.
The ACT Public Health Regulations 2000 require children with the following conditions, and children who have
been in contact with the following conditions, to be excluded from school, preschool for the periods specified.

Kind regards
Lyndall Read

