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Yuumma Latham Primary Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2024 school year. Over the weekend, 
I reflected on the week that was and I cannot 
remember such a settled and productive start to 
school in recent memory. Congratulations to our 
students and their teachers for hitting the ground 
running and to you, our valued families, for your 
preparation and support for a smooth start to the 
year. I would like to extend a warm welcome to our 
new families joining us in 2024, I look forward to 
partnering with you in your child’s learning journey at 
Latham Primary School.  
 
During ‘Week 0’, all of our staff engaged in 
professional learning aligned with our strategic 
priorities for the year. Our first session was Engoori 
with Scotty and Mark from Murrimatters. This 
professional learning gave us a deeper understanding 
of First Nation peoples’ connection to country and our 
responsibilities to country. It also gave us a plethora 
of strategies used by First Nations people for building 
teams using their ways of knowing, doing and being. It 
had a profound affect on all members of staff and has 
contributed to our amazing start to the year. 
Secondly, Greg Taylor, our resident maths expert, led 
staff through some practical activities for our classes 
as well as linking the practical with theory and the 
updated Australian Curriculum. Finally, Eddy Bright 
and Angie Dowell with the support of Murray Hodge-

Neill from EDU, led the whole staff through Team Teach. This is something all schools in the ACT participate 
in that focuses on keeping staff and students safe. It reviews policy and legislation as well as providing staff 
with tips and tricks for supporting each other and the students in their care. 
 
We were so fortunate to have Ngunnawal Elder, Aunty Serena Williams, visit our school last Wednesday to 
give a Welcome to Country. She was amazing with our students, guiding them through what a Welcome to 
Country is and why it is so important. We look forward to continuing a strong connection with Aunty 
Serena throughout the year. Thanks to proud Wiradjuri woman and Latham Primary School teacher, 
Natasha Lillywhite, for organising and leading the assembly.  
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY  

Mon 5 School Board Nominations Open 

Tues 6  Breakfast Club 8.30am – 9 am 
Welcome BBQ 4pm 

Thurs 8  Breakfast Club 8.30am – 9 am 
Yr 5 IMP Band Test – 2pm 

Tues 13  Breakfast Club 8.30am – 9 am 
Anniversary of National Apology 

Wed 14 Meccano 
Assembly Year 6 – 2.10pm 

Thurs 15  Breakfast Club 8.30am – 9 am 

Mon 19 School Board Nominations Close 

School Contacts 
Front Office – 614 20077 

Absence Email:   
info@lathamps.act.edu.au 

Principal:  
Belinda.Andrews@ed.act.edu.au   

Deputy Principal:  
Natalie.Garrett@ed.act.edu.au    

Executive for years P & K 
Isobel.Short@ed.act.edu.au 

Executive for year 1 and Disability Education Program 
Eddy.bright@ed.act.edu.au 

Executive for years 2, 3 & 4 
Toni.Brammall@ed.act.edu.au  

Executive for years 5 & 6 and specialist programs 
Greg.taylor@ed.act.edu.au  

Business Manager:  
Samantha.chapman@ed.act.edu.au 

Latham School Board:  
lathamprimaryschoolboard@gmail.com 

Latham School Website: 
http://www.lathamps.act.edu.au/ 

Natalie Garrett K Thorogood  

Sujit Mukherjee Belinda Andrews 

Term 1 Week 2 
Date – Monday 5 February 2024 
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You should have received your child’s Term Letter via email last Friday 
afternoon. If you haven’t received it, please contact the Front Office as 
soon as possible and we will endeavour to get it you immediately. These 
letters give you an in-depth look at what will be happening for your child 
academically throughout the term as well as general information about 
routines and specific times for library etc. 
 
We are looking forward to the Welcome BBQ and Class Information 
sessions tomorrow afternoon/evening. Thank you to our Latham Primary 
P&C for sponsoring the Welcome BBQ, making it a FREE event for all 
families. We have included the Class Information Session times at the 
end of this edition of the Latham Link.  
 
Following on from the Class Information Sessions, we invite you to book 
in for a Getting to Know You Yarn. A parent/carer questionnaire was sent 
home last week via email and in hard copy form for you to complete 
before you come in for the yarn. It will frame your conversation with your child’s teacher. These yarns are 
very important to us as it will help us to support your child as a whole throughout the year.  
 
Our school has a very active school Facebook page that celebrates and informs you about student learning 
and school events. If you haven’t liked or followed us, I strongly encourage you to jump on board! 
https://www.facebook.com/LathamPrimary  
 
Have a great fortnight! 
 
Yarra, Belinda Andrews 
Principal 
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Sim Riddle 
TRP Ambassador 
 



 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW TEACHERS 2024 
 
 

 
Natalie Garrett – Deputy Principal 
 

 
Hi, I’m Natalie and I am the new Deputy Principal of Latham Primary 
School.  I have been working in public education for 28 years with 
my last appointment as Deputy of Giralang Primary. 
I am passionate about creating and maintaining safe and supportive 
learning environments, mathematics, and disability education.   I 
look forward to being present in classrooms and working alongside 
teachers.  Outside of school I enjoy reading, cheering my sons on in 
sport and spending time at the coast. 
I’d like to say a big thank you to Belinda, Toni, executive team and 
staff for making me feel so welcome. I hope to meet many of you at 
the Welcome BBQ.  

 

 
 

 
 
Zina Kiss – In Built Relief    
 
I am so excited to be joining the Latham Primary School teaching 
team. I have been teaching in Canberra for the past four years, and I 
have three children here at Latham. I love the vibrancy of working in 
a school; there is always something fun and exciting happening! My 
teaching passions are reading, writing and visual arts, and in my free 
time I enjoy being in the outdoors: walking, running, cycling or 
swimming. I look forward to getting to know your children and 
supporting them in their learning this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Charlotte Panarello – Kindergarten 
 

Hello, I’m Charlotte Panarello and I am very excited to be joining the teaching staff 
at Latham Primary School. This year I am lucky enough to be working on KAP 
Wagara on Thursdays and Fridays and Mondays-Wednesdays I will be doing inbuilt 
relief across the school. This will be my 6th year of teaching. I previously worked 
over at Macgregor Primary for 5 years. 
I have a 2 year old son named Xavier, who keeps me very busy when I’m not at 
work. I am excited to be teaching at Latham Primary this year and look forward to 
meeting everyone. 
 
 
 

 

Laurie Imhoff – Yr 6 Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 
 
Hello! I’m Laurie and I’m thrilled to join the Year 6 teaching team and the 
wonderful Latham Primary School community in 2024. Spending time with 
my loved ones is my ultimate happy place. Brad and I will be celebrating our 
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary this year, and we have two incredible 
daughters as well as a special fur baby. Some of my favourite activities are 
walking, swimming, reading, catching up with friends, and exploring 
different parts of Australia and the world. During the recent break, my 
family and I had a fantastic time at the beach, splitting our time between 
Forster and Port Macquarie. I'm a huge fan of Leeds United Football Club! If 
you ever spot me around, please say hi and I'll gladly share why I have such 
a strong connection to the club. Although I wasn't born in Canberra, I've 
spent most of my life here. A fun fact is that I attended Kindergarten at 
Latham Primary School! Unfortunately, I don't have any photos from back 
then, but now that I'm here, I'm sure I'll be able to dig some up. 

 
 
Hannah Hartley – Year 3  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday   

Hi I’m Hannah, a new educator and a student at the University of Canberra. I’ve 
been dreaming of becoming a teacher since I can remember, and I started working 
in the education sector in 2019. I am very passionate about sustainability and 
literature in the classroom, so one of my goals for the future is to provide Latham 
learners with many opportunities to become informed and active citizens in our 
communities.  
In my personal life I love to create art, write, and play games, such as The Legend 
of Zelda. I spend a lot of time playing games and nerding out with my fiancé, 
Patrick, and our group of friends.  
I love to bring the fun and humour of my life into the classroom, and I can’t wait to 
have a fantastic year with your children!   
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Tara Mitchell – Year 3 Monday & Tuesday 
 

I am a very passionate primary school teacher who is in my 18th year of 
teaching.  I have been very lucky to experience teaching in a variety of 
settings and countries.  Some of these include: Macgregor Primary, London, 
Gold Creek School, Germany, North Ainslie Primary and Radford College.  I 
enjoy teaching through inquiry and have completed my Masters in IB PYP 
Education from Melbourne University.  I also enjoy sharing my love of picture 
books and games with the students, I believe that learning through play is 
invaluable.  Relationships are vital to a positive classroom and school 
environment, and I look forward to building these with the students, parents, 
staff and Latham School Community.   
 
I thought teaching was the best job in the world until I became a mum.  My 
fiancé, Brad (who is also a teacher), and I welcomed our son, Jordan Mitchell 

Luhrs, on Valentine's Day 2023.  We just think he is the absolute best and adore watching him grow and 
rediscovering the world through his eyes.  Some of my other interests are travelling, music/concerts, sport, 
knitting/crochet, baking and being in nature. 
I am excited to begin my journey at Latham Primary.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reagan Minchin – Year 1 
 
Hi everyone! My name is Reagan and some of you may recognise me as I 
have been a part of the Latham community for the past 4 years, first as 
an LSA and now as a teacher. Last year I worked as a teacher part time 
while I was completing my studies, but this year will be my first full year 
teaching. I am beyond excited to be continuing my career here at 
Latham. A bit about me, I love reading, the beach and animals! In fact, if 
you ever visit the zoo, you may even see me running a tour or two! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Get to Know You Yarns 

You are invited to book in a time through PTO to meet with your child's new class teacher for 2024 for a 
'Get to Know You Yarn’, which starts this Wednesday 7th of February. 

Usernames and passwords for PTO will be sent via email on Monday the 5th of February. You can log into 
PTO here, or on the PTO app using the school code butv6. 

We look forward to seeing you then! 

 

https://bookings.parentteacheronline.com.au/?school=butv6


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMUNITY HUB 
 
 

During our warmer months, Canberra is at heightened risk of emergencies such as storms, floods, and 
bushfires. It's crucial for us all to be prepared and that's why the ACT Emergency Services Agency are 
inviting you to the Emergency Preparedness Community Hub! 

The Emergency Preparedness Community Hub will be held on Saturday, 10 February 2024 at 9:00am – 
1:00pm at the Moncrieff Community Recreational Park, Bon Scott Crescent, Moncrieff. 

What to Expect: 

• Be Emergency Ready: Receive valuable advice from our knowledgeable staff and volunteers on how 
to prepare your home and family for any emergency. 

• Engage with Experts: Speak directly with representatives from essential emergency services, 
including ACT Emergency Services Agency, ACT Fire & Rescue Community Fire Units, ACT Rural Fire 
Service, ACT State Emergency Service, ACT Ambulance Service, ACT Parks and Conservation Service 
Fire Management Unit and the Red Cross. 

• Survival Plan: Pick up and prepare your personalised Survival Plan, ensuring you have everything 
you need in case of an emergency. 

• Vehicle fleet tour: Take a tour ACT’s Emergency Services Agency impressive fleet of emergency 
vehicles, showcasing the technology and capabilities that keep our community safe. 

• Meet the mascots: Bring the family to meet Ember the Echidna, Paddy the Platypus and Kirby the 
Kangaroo – our friendly mascots who add a touch of fun to preparedness. 

• Family Fun: Let the kids enjoy face painting while you grab a coffee and connect with your 
community.  

To find out more visit: www.esa.act.gov.au/HUB. 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


