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UP COMING EVENTS

Friday 1

Last day of term 2
Canteen closed
First Day Term 3
Athletics Carnival
Enrichment – 2.05pm
Breakfast Club 8.25am - 8.55am
P&C meeting – 7:30pm
Meccano – 10.00am
Enrichment – 2.05pm
Breakfast Club 8.25am - 8.55am

Monday 18
Tuesday 19
Wednesday 20
Tuesday 26
Wednesday 27
Thursday 28

School Contacts
Front Office – 614 20077
Absence Email:
info@lathamps.act.edu.au
Principal:
lyndall.read@ed.act.edu.au
Deputy Principal:
karen.wilson@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years P-K:
samuel.bird@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 1/2:
toni.brammall@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 3/4 and LSUA
bec.smith@ed.act.edu.au
eddy.bright@ed.act.edu.au
Executive for years 5/6 and specialist programs
greg.taylor@ed.act.edu.au
Business Manager:
Samantha.chapman@ed.act.edu.au
Latham School Board:
lathamprimaryschoolboard@gmail.com
Latham School Website:
http://www.lathamps.act.edu.au/

Dear families,
Although my time working in the
Directorate’s Education Support
Office was interesting, I was very
pleased to come back to school
and get back into learning and
teaching with the children and my
amazing team. A big thank you to
all exec and teachers who stepped
into acting roles and kept Latham
Primary humming along. It did create
extra work for them, and I am very thankful for their
support.
Planning Day
A big thank you to our entire community for your
support of our planning day yesterday. Our teams
were able to complete a lot of work and are ready for
next term. As part of their planning and preparation,
the teams also had discussions about how their
Learning Area Plans (essentially these are their
teaching plans) fit together to provide cohesion and
connection in learning for the children at Latham. They
also had the opportunity to discuss individual children
and, as a team, work out the best way forward to
engage these children and improve outcomes for all.
We really appreciated the space to do this important
work.

School Reports and Learning Conversations
School reports went home last Friday. A big thank you
to Karen who spent all day getting them to send
through the system. It was a big job! You would be
aware that the reports look different from Kinder to Year 6 this semester. The teachers are really keen to
meet with as many families as possible so that they can share their comments in person this year. We are
working so that the learning conversations will be an opportunity to bring you closer to your child’s learning
and to discuss how we can work together to continue your child’s education.

Thank you to the P&C
We were completely spoilt by the P&C who provided a delicious soup and bread roll lunch for the staff
yesterday. I tried most of the soups and they were delicious! It was lovely to be able to gather together and
share our lunch. We have spent most of the first two terms apart so far this year, so it was lovely to be able
to connect in this way.

School Fete
Fete preparations are underway and the P&C Fete committee have some fantastic ideas about the
extravaganza which will be held in October. If you do not already have 22 October 2022 in your calendar as
our fete day please add it in now.

Podcast
Over the last couple of weeks, I listened to a podcast by Caroline Criado Perez called Can playgrounds be
sexist? It was really interesting and thought provoking. The blurb says “Girls around the world are being
pushed to the edges of their own playgrounds – forced into corners, or under stairs, as boys dominate the
space. Caroline finds the data that shows why this matters and asks what we can do to fix it.” The link to the
podcast is here Can playgrounds be sexist?
Next term our team here at Latham will be listening to the podcast and discussing playground usage at
Latham both as a team and with the children. I look forward to letting you know what we are wondering
about and what questions we have. Caroline is also the author of a great book called Invisible Women. I
highly recommend it also.
Holidays
I am asking our team to again focus on relaxing and rejuvenating over the holiday break to be ready for the
second half of the year. Please remember, community supports continue to be available should you need
anything. We will be checking our school email info@lathamps.act.edu.au every few days so please use this
email should you need to connect with the school.
I hope everyone in our community get some time to relax and spend time with family and friends. We are so
looking forward to Term 3 and all the learning and opportunities it provides. Please take care over the break
especially if you are travelling and see you in Term 3.
Kind regards
Lyndall

Learning Conversations
Learning conversations will be held for preschool to year 6 in week 2, term 3 2022 (Monday 25 July through
to Monday 1 August 2022). These are short meetings (approximately 15 minutes) between you and your
child’s teacher. Your child is welcome to be a part of these conversations. Being a part of conversation allows
children to feel empowered as they are included in discussions relating to their learning. This process has
been initiated for 2022 due to the change in reporting requirements for semester one resulting in no
comments being within academic reports.
Why it’s important to go to Learning Conversations
Learning Conversations give you a great opportunity to:
• learn about your child’s areas of achievement
• learn more about your child’s goals and associated strategies
• learn more about your child’s emotional and social development
• individually meet and get to know your child’s teacher
• help your child’s teacher understand more about your child
• make plans with the teacher about how you can both support your child
• continue to build a relationship with the Latham Primary School.
If you don’t have any particular concerns, you might wonder whether it’s worth going to Learning
Conversations. But going along is one way to show your child that you are interested in their learning and
what is happening for them at school. Of course, if you do have concerns, it’s a chance for you to raise them
with your child’s teacher if you have not done that already.
If you are not sure what to talk about, here are some questions to get you started:
• What are my child’s interests and strengths?
• What does my child struggle with?
• What can I do at home to help my child?
• What can you tell me about my child’s engagement in class?
• How is my child getting along with other students?
Reference: raisingchildren.net.au

Latham Primary School
Science Week Home Task Challenge #1
This year Science week is celebrating all things glass! Your job is
to create your very own stained glass window, complete with a
creative design.
You could use all sorts of materials, including coloured tissue
paper, cellophane, contact paper or resin. The possibilities are
endless!
Once complete, bring them into school before week 5 of term 3
and they will be displayed as part of our science week activities.
This is a home task to be completed in your own time. You can
work individually or get the whole family involved!
If you have any questions don’t hesitate to chat to Trudy or Hugh.

Science Week Home Task Challenge #2
Home recycling audit
Did you know that glass is endlessly recyclable? That’s awesome,
but in Australia only about one third of glass materials are actually
recycled. How about in your home?
Your challenge is to conduct an assessment of how much glass your
house uses in one week. Record what and how many glass products
you used in the week in a table.
Based on your findings, you could estimate how much glass is used
across all of Latham (1500 houses) or all of Canberra (82,000
houses)! A calculator is recommended!

Maths Holiday Challenge
Preschool:
Your challenge is to create a think board of everything you know about the number 10.
Kindergarten:
Your challenge is to create a think board of everything you know about the number 20.
Year 1 and 2
Your challenge is to create a think board of everything you know about the number 50.
Year 3 and 4
Your challenge is to create a think board of everything you know about the number 100.
Year 5 and 6
Your challenge is to create a think board of everything you know about the number 1.
To create your think board you can use internet sites such as Canva or use resources found at home.
You are welcome to attempt any of these challenges; prizes will be given to students who attempt their
grade challenge.
Enjoy the break.
Place your name and class on your poster and place it at the front office or send it to the front office via
email.
An example of a think board

Canteen closed this Friday!
The Canteen will be closed this Friday. So that we can run
down the stock for the holidays.
This Thursday we will have a winter favourite available
instead. Yep, you heard it, yummy pies and sausage rolls.
Some other items will be available but only until stocks
last.
If you have already placed an order for Friday we’d
appreciate it if you could cancel it, otherwise Bonnie will
be in touch to cancel it for you.

Preschool Garden Project
The P&C in partnership with the preschool team are
pleased to announce that our application for a
Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant has been successful.
The aim of the preschool garden project is to establish
two garden types (seasonal vegetable and native / bush
tucker) so the students can learn about where food comes from, including how to grow and harvest their
own vegetables, with a focus on sustainability and developing knowledge and understanding about
indigenous plants and food.
The children will be involved in planning the garden, building the garden beds, growing plants from seeds,
cultivating seedlings, planting and pruning, harvesting, cooking and eating a range of vegetables and herbs
which will be grown. Long term it is hoped the children can be involved in workshops / learning
opportunities from Indigenous groups. The expected (environmental and educational) outcomes of the
project include: students learning about food production and consumption including, composting and
cooking. Also developing concepts of sustainability, and an understanding of how bush tucker has been used
traditionally by Indigenous people. It is also hoped the new gardens will create habitats for wildlife and
beneficial insects.

Canteen Volunteers Needed!
Due to popular demand, our canteen is really busy on Fridays. To ensure we don’t have to limit Friday orders
we need volunteers to help Bonnie prepare the orders on time.
When: Friday’s between 9 and 11:30am
Who: parents, grandparents, aunt, uncles and even interested neighbours
What: food preparation only, no counter sales, no experience needed, all training and support provided…
and you get to hang out with the lovely Bonnie for the morning…
Available Dates
Week 1 - Friday, July 22
Week 2 - Friday, July 29
Week 3 - Friday, August 5
Week 4 - Friday, August 12
Week 5 - Friday, August 19

Week 6 - Friday, August 26
Week 7 - Friday, September 2
Week 8 - Friday, September 9
Week 9 - Friday, September 16
Week 10 - Friday, September 23

If you’re interested in volunteering for a Friday or two, email Barbara
via canteencoord.lathampandc@gmail.com your contact details and
your preferred Friday.
Breakfast Club
We are still looking for a volunteer to run the Breakfast Club. If you would like more
information please get in contact with us via lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com.

Old Latham Primary School Memorabilia
As part of our 50th Anniversary celebrations, we are currently searching for Latham
Primary School memorabilia, such as photos of the school or area, original school
uniforms, school books, etc.
If you have anything to share please contact Kath via
thevicepresident.lathampandc@gmail.com.
Enjoy the holidays
The P&C wishes all families a restful and restorative holiday ready for the second half of
the year.
Next Meeting
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 26 July 2022, 7:30. More details to come…

