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I cannot thank you enough for the support shown to
the Latham community, namely staff, over the past
couple of weeks. How does it always happen to me? I
was Acting Principal in 2020 when we went into our
first remote learning. Four days into this stint and our
year 3-6 cohort were sent into remote learning.

Remote learning year 3-6
The move to remote learning for our year 3-6 cohort
was fast, however our parent community responded in
kind. Thank you for your messages of support during
this time, and your time and patience. We know that
this was an inconvenience for families.
We heard stories of families helping other families,
with small groups of children working remotely from
one house to allow parents to balance their own work
with their child’s learning. I know from the small
number of students who attended onsite during this
time, that they were resilient and very productive
when it came to their learning. Our time in and out of
remote learning over the past two years has definitely
paid off in this regard.
Although staffing numbers have increased, this
continues to be a daily challenge. The Education
Directorate continues to monitor staffing levels across
the ACT and will advise us if another move to remote
is required.

If you still have a Chromebook at home, and/or the charger, could you please return these back to school as
soon as possible. These devices are used regularly during class time. These have all been loaned against
individual students. We will send home reminders this week for any outstanding devices.

Illness
We are very lucky at Latham to have large numbers of families ‘playing it safe’ when it comes to keeping
their child at home at signs of illness or illness within the family. This helps to reduce the risk of illness of
staff and other students. The message from ACT Health and Education Directorate, is if staff or students are
unwell, they should stay at home.

Democracy Sausage
Thank you to the P&C and volunteers for manning the barbeques on Election Day, ensuring that the
community could purchase their Democracy Sausage. It is always a great opportunity to fundraise with our
wider Latham community.

Staff Planning Day – Friday 3 June 2022
Latham Primary School’s first staff planning day is scheduled for this Friday, 3 June. This day is an
opportunity for staff to complete reporting processes, individual documentation and begin planning for term
3. If your child will be attending on Friday 3 June, and you have not already contacted us, please call the
front office on 6142 0077 or email, info@lathamps.act.edu.au with your child’s name so that we can arrange
adequate supervision. Please note that there will be supervision only on this day.

Congratulations – ACT Primary Concert Band
James Sutcliffe has recently been selected for the ACT Instrumental Music Program’s Primary Concert Band.
Selection is through an audition process and involves weekly rehearsals with the ensemble. Congratulations
James. We are so proud of you and know that you will represent yourself, your family, and Latham Primary
School well.
We are looking forward to Lyndall’s return on Monday 6 June 2022. I have definitely missed her!
Thanks for your support throughout my time as Acting Principal.
Kind regards,

Karen

Prader Willi Syndrome Awareness Day
Wow! On Friday our school raised $493 for Prader Willi Syndrome Awareness Day, what a huge
success! Combined with donations to finding15 Team Evie, I’m proud to say that we raised over $2,500 for
PWS ongoing research to support people like Evie with PWS.
On behalf of me and my family, we can’t thank you enough for your generous donations, support and kind
messages during PWS Awareness month.

GREEN TEAM
On Friday the 27th of May, Green Team had the privilege to go to the Holt Micro Forest to help plant trees
and other plants. We spoke to outdoor architects, horticulturalists and more, to learn about how the micro
forest will help the environment by cooling down the Earth’s surface. After talking to all the specialists, we
had the opportunity to plant trees, protect the trees and mulch the garden. At first some students were a bit
hesitant to get involved, as it was quite muddy. By the end everyone was like a pig in mud and wanted to stay
longer. We had a BLAST! Thanks so much to Jennifer Bardsley for providing our Green Team with this
opportunity.

This week is National Reconciliation week. This is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared
histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving
reconciliation in Australia.
This week commemorates two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967
referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision respectively.
27 May 1967-On this day, Australia’s most successful referendum saw more than 90 per cent of Australians
vote to give the Australian Government power to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
and recognise them in the Census.
3 June 1992- On this day, the Australian High Court delivered the Mabo decision, the culmination of Eddie
Koiki Mabo’s challenge to the legal fiction of ‘terra nullius’ (land belonging to no one) and leading to the legal
recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of
lands. This decision paved the way for Native Title.
This week’s assembly will be held by our Kangaroo Club to teach Latham students about Reconciliation Week
and share a Ngunnawal story with the school. The winners of the colouring in competition will also be
announced.
This year’s these is- BE BRAVE. MAKE CHANGE. Latham Primary challenges you to reflect on these words and
how can you make change towards reconciliation in your everyday life?

We know that each newsletter we ask you to support our P&C
initiatives. Well in this edition we explain in a little more detail as to
some of the reasons why we ask for your support….
1 - Breakfast club coordinator and regular helpers
The breakfast club has been running for as long as we can remember. It’s 100% reliant on wonderful
volunteers and food donations from our community and sponsors. Believe it or not there are some children
who appreciate a hot milo, a slice of toast, a bowl of cereal or some tinned fruit more than we will ever
know. Also with the waitlist to the YMCA before school program is currently full of names, Breakfast club is
another way we can support working families, as it means they can drop their child to school at 8.30am and
get to work just that little bit earlier two days a week. So again we ask if you think this is something you can
help with please contact us at lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com.
2 – Fundraising
Since March 2020 the P&C has relied on a limited number of fundraisers. Your generosity, whether it has
been a donation of time, money, feedback, baking or sending your child to school with a little pocket money.
We thank you! Your contribution has meant that we have been able to support the canteen to stay open the
past two years, provide low cost school uniforms when other suppliers have stopped and going forward we
can continue to support the school’s enrichment program, host a fete and start to look at options for
inclusive play equipment (just to name a few of our goals).
Thank you to everyone who donated items towards our Election Day BBQ and Cake Stall. The day was a huge
success. The profits from which will go towards prepaid
attractions for the fete and keeping up with the running costs of
the canteen.
We would like to thank Market Meats Belconnen for very
generously giving us a discount on the sausages, and Good
Brother Cafe Dickson for helping provide a lot of the catering
supplies, including the bacon and eggs. A massive thanks to
Emma Georgiou for donating the bread for the sausage
sandwiches, and to Emmy McKerchar for helping us to get a
discount on the bread rolls.
And finally, a massive thank you to the people who volunteered
their time on the day. Getting hands on deck is always the
hardest part of any fundraising or social event, and sadly, is the
biggest reason so many events don’t end up going ahead. All the
planning in the world means nothing if we don’t have the people
to pull it off.

3 - Supporting our teachers
The past couple of years have been tough on all of us. The struggle is real! Not only did our amazing teachers
quickly adapt to online teaching, they continue to nurture our children while being confronted with cases of
Covid each and every day. Unsure how you can help?? Here are two initiatives the P&C have come up with
to show our appreciation.
Do you like to bake cookies (but don't want to eat them all)? If so, we have
the perfect mission for you….. A couple of weeks ago the P&C delivered four
full cookie jars to the school (3 to the main school and 1 to pre-school). We
would love to invite the school community to help us keep filling the jars. If
you would like to help out (either regularly or a once off bake) please email
Kath thevicepresident.lathampandc@gmail.com or make contact via the
P&C facebook group.
Can you help us cater a lunch for the teachers on Monday 27 June? Yes
that's right, we are planning a homemade soup and bread roll lunch for all
the staff. (Did you know there are over 50 teachers and support staff at
latham)? So we are looking for families to dust off the slow cooker and bust out your grandma’s secret
recipe! If you would like to be involved please contact socialevents.lathampandc@gmail.com
Also, as requested by the school, if your child is sick, please keep them home (and as working parents too,
we know that this is a tough ask for many families).
4 - Social events
How often does your child come home asking for a playdate with a school friend (yet you have no idea how
to connect with their parents). The P&C social events (although have been limited the past two years due to
COVID restrictions) is a great opportunity to get to know our kids friends' and meet their parents. These
connections mean that we, as a school community, can better support each other. Hmm, confused where
this is going? Have you ever been running late for school pick up or needed to get to the office early for a
meeting well before school drop off? Or is your name on the after school care waitlist? The more of the
school community you get to know, the more support opportunities may open up to you and your family.
On that note, we would love to bring back the school disco. We haven’t had a social event just for the kids
yet this year, and it would be great to bring them together (in a COVID safe way) for an afternoon/evening of
partying and pizza. But a disco won’t happen without volunteers. So please, if you would like to help bring it
together and/or supervise the event, contact Tegan at socialevents.lathampandc@gmail.com.
Latham Memorabilia
We are currently searching for Latham Primary School memorabilia. If you have some to share please
contact Kath thevicepresident.lathampandc@gmail.com.

Next meeting
Everyone is welcome to our next meeting on 14 June 2022.

