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Messages from the Principal 
 
Welcome to Week 4! 

 

It is hard to believe that Week 4 is almost over! Time 

certainly is flying at Latham Primary. The best part of my 

day is always spending time in the classrooms seeing 

what the children are learning.  Even with the wet 

weather, the children are maintaining focus and 

managing the conditions which is really pleasing to see. 

Although it is cold and wet we are back to wearing our 

sun safe hats so please remember to send them with 

your children. 

 

School Satisfaction and Climate Survey 

School Satisfaction and Climate Survey is now open. Your 

feedback matters to us and, this year, we have made it 

even easier for families to participate. A survey invitation, 

including a unique survey link, has been emailed to all 

families. There is more information later on in the 

newsletter so please read on. 

 

COVID-19 Schools Roadmap 

It has been great news that there has been some further easing of restrictions for the ACT however there have 

been no changes for ACT Government Schools. Our families still need to stay out of the building as much as 

possible. If for any reason you need to enter the school, please make sure you enter through the front door 

and sign in at the office. You can find out more information about the roadmap here ACT Public Schools 

COVID-19 Roadmap. 

 

Kindergarten Health Checks 

Kindergarten Student Health Check questionnaires were completed at the beginning of 2020, however the 

physical component of the Health Check - a screening test of vision, hearing and weight check - was not 

conducted as usual in April in response to COVID-19. On 1 July 2020, the ACT Government announced funding 

for a targeted Kindergarten Health Check program.  
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The focus of this program is to identify and focus on hearing and vision for kindergarten children. This 

program is now being rolled out by Canberra Health Services from Term 3 to the end of term 4, 2020. 

 

Targeted Kindergarten Health Check clinics will be held in the City Health Centre in Civic. Families who have 

concerns about the hearing of their children are also encouraged to make a free appointment with the 

Children’s Hearing Service and those concerned about their child’s vision are also encouraged to book into a 

Medicare funded vision check through an optometrist. For further information about the targeted 

Kindergarten Health Check program please email KindergartenHealthCheck@act.gov.au. 

 

New school in the Molonglo Valley 

The ACT Education Directorate’s new public school in the Molonglo Valley is currently being constructed. The 

name of the new school will be selected from a list of Aboriginal leaders known for reform and activism. These 

names were short-listed after consultation with families and the Office of the Surveyor-General and Land 

Information and the Place Names Committee. These leaders are: Ngingali Cullen, Evelyn Scott, Isabel Coe, 

Arnold ‘Puggy’ Hunter and John Budby. You can find more information on the ACT Government’s Your Say 

website. Uniform and logo designs are also available on this website for community consultation. 

Kind regards 

Lyndall 

 

Merit Awards

Congratulations to the following students on receiving a merit award at the assembly on the Wednesday 5 
August 2020. 

Deliliah M, Lylah W, Jacob M, Jett E, Kaira T, Elijah L, Finn T, Lily T, Emily J, Cayla G, Oli G, 
Ruben N, Stacey H, Chloe D, Ella S, Sophia R, Jacob I, Hayley G, Posie E, Stara A, Arlo B, 
Michael R, Milla M, Isaac T, Daliah L, Lucy K, Henry H, Dylan M, Miya T, Lucas A, Eve K, 

Campbell P, Mikaylah G, Stephen H, Fox M & Lucas B.  

Acknowledgement of Country 

Dhawra nguna, dhawra Ngunawal. 
Yanggu gulanyin ngalawiri, dhunayi, Ngunawal 

dhwara.  
Wanggaralijinyin mariny balan bugarabang 

 
We at Latham Primary would like to acknowledge 
and thank the Ngunawal people for letting us play, 

learn and live on this land. We respect your 
connection to this country, ongoing culture and 
elders. We will help pass on knowledge of the 
Ngunawal culture, languages and traditions.  

  
Ngunawal Language Revival Project Working Group 2018 
Latham Primary School Cultural Integrity Project Team and Student Acknowledgement Working Group 2018 
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Message from the Deputy Principal 

Dear families, 

I can’t believe that we are at the end of week 4 already! I want to take this opportunity to welcome Lyndall 
to our Latham Primary School community. Lyndall brings a wealth of knowledge that will only enhance our 
school community and I am looking forward to the future. 

School Improvement 

For the past four years, Latham Primary School has been on an improvement journey that has seen continual 
growth in towards our school priorities; 

1. Improve student outcomes in literacy and numeracy through building teacher capacity using an evidenced 
based approach 

2. Improve relationships between students, staff, parents and the wider community 

In week 10, we are scheduled to participate in School Review. This is a process of reflection, by an external 
panel, against the National School Improvement Tool. The panel come to Latham, review our processes and 
practices, and talk with staff and members of the wider community. They highlight commendations and 
recommendations. These insights are used to determine the focus of our strategic direction for the next 5-
years. This is a time to celebrate our journey and set the new one. 

Regards, 

Karen 

 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Books from White Elephant Stall 
 
On behalf of all of the staff and students at Latham Primary School 
we would like to publicly thank the White Elephant Stall team from 
this year’s postponed School Fete. The beautiful books, games and 
learning resources that were donated have been added to our 
School Library collection by the wonderful Mimi and put into our 
quality literature collections for home reading by gorgeous LSA 
Helen. A number of resources were selected for our Preschool and 
some leftover items were chosen by our staff for their own families. 
We extend our appreciation to you all for the thoughtful donation to 
our school. Thank you. 
 
Anne and Sandy – Learning Assistance Team 
 

 



 

 

 
 

SAS Onboarding Message for School Communities  
 

On Monday 24 August, our school will progress into the third stage of implementation of 

the new School Administration System (SAS). So far, the program has helped to bring 

digital roll marking, parent /carer SMS communication and wellbeing processes across 

all ACT Public Schools. This is a major step for our school and the Directorate as we 

move away from the MAZE system as our source of student and financial information. 

The Directorate’s SAS team will be working very closely with us to ensure that the 

correct support processes are in place to ensure that the transition is a success. 

As we transition into the new modules of the system over this period, information will be 

provided to the school community about new features that enhance or change current 

school processes. This update is particularly exciting for the administration of our 

school as previous releases have been focused on teacher use.  

We expect this to be a smooth transition and appreciate your support and understanding 

during this time. As always you can contact the school office if you have any questions or 

concerns that may arise.  

 

 

Contact 
 

Please feel free to contact me or the SAS team vis email (SASTeam@act.gov.au) with 

the heading ‘Enrolments 4’  if you have any further questions.  

 
Authorised by Jo McKenzie| Director SAS School Liaison, Transformation & Service Support 
Digital Strategy, Services and Transformation – ACT Education                           12/08/2020 

 
 

 
 E: SASTeam@act.gov.au   Visit the SAS Website 
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2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about their 
satisfaction with public education. The 2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 
10 to 31 August.  
 
The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our 
school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college. 
 
For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents will receive: 

▪ A letter about the student survey asking whether their child may participate during class time; and 
▪ An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey; parents who do not 

receive the email may contact EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation. 
 

A shortened paper-version of the parent survey is also available in the following 12 languages: Arabic, 
Burmese, Chinese, Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Hindi, Karen, Korean, Mon, Urdu and Vietnamese; email 
EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a copy. 
 
For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and students 
as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. 
For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-
climate-survey 
 
Daniel Manestar 
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Is it raining outside? 
Then you should do the maths challenge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
All you need is a deck of card, paper and pencil. Get your mates and family members to have a go as well. 
Send a photo of you playing the game and/or the number sentences you created to your teacher either by 
email or seesaw. 
Anyone who participates in the maths challenge will have a marble place in the jar of their house colour. 

 

 
 

 

P&C update: 
 

• Next P&C meeting Tuesday 18 August 7.30pm (zoom details TBC) 
• Fete meeting Monday 24 August 8pm (location/details TBC) 

 



 

 

 

Keeping our minds and 

bodies healthy in the 

LSUA classrooms 

Keeping our minds and 

bodies healthy in the LSUA classrooms 

 
This term both LSUA classrooms will be learning and participating in a variety of 
exercises. We will focus on mindfulness and sensory exercises that help us 
regulate and stay focused and we are also strengthening our bodies with a 
variety of gross motor exercises.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Respect Equity and Diversity Contact Officer 
 
Wear it Purple Day Friday 28 August 2020 
 
 
Wear it Purple is a day of acceptance and to raise awareness of that while we have 
made progress, young LGBTIQ+ people still experience discrimination, prejudice 
and harassment in our community. This year, more than ever, Wear it Purple Day 
is an opportunity to connect as a community and support each other. The team at 
Latham Primary will be acknowledging the day by wearing purple and invite our 
community to join us in wearing purple on Friday 28 August 2020. 
If you would like more information feel free to contact Mike Smith at 
michael.smith@ed.act.edu.au the Latham Primary School REDCO.  
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P&C update: 
 

• Next P&C meeting Tuesday 18 August 7.30pm (zoom details TBC) 
• Fete meeting Monday 24 August 8pm (location/details TBC) 

 

 

 

NDIS Information  

Confused about NDIS? Need help finding services? 

Marymead offers NDIS Support Coordination to 

support 

your family to navigate NDIS plans. This includes 

supporting 

you to best utilise the funds allocated. 

For more information please call Michelle 6162 5800 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Dear families 
Next week we will be undertaking some science fun and launching some projects to celebrate science week! 
What will we be doing? 

• Science activities will be undertaken at lunch times 

• A fun science project will be launched at Week 5 assembly – join us online live to hear about it. 

• Satellite selfie!! On Friday 21 August we will be attempting to engage in science activities whilst 
making some large letters to be part of the satellite selfie. More info will come out as we head into 
next week. 

• Science learning will continue past next week and into the term, and we will work together to 
celebrate our learning, so that we can share this with you virtually towards Week 9 this term. 

• We will also be engaging with some science experts over the coming weeks too! 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

From your Respect Equity and Diversity Contact Officer 
Wear it Purple Day Friday 28 August 2020 
Wear it Purple is a day of acceptance and to raise awareness that while we have made progress, young 
LGBTIQ+ people still experience discrimination, prejudice and harassment in our community. This year, more 
than ever, Wear it Purple Day is an opportunity to connect as a community and support each other. The 
team at Latham Primary will be acknowledging the day by wearing purple and invite our community to join 
us in wearing purple on Friday 28 August 2020. 
If you would like more information feel free to contact Mike Smith at michael.smith@ed.act.edu.au the 
Latham Primary School REDCO.  
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