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From the Principal
Dear Latham Families
Supporting children with the
news cycle.
It is safe to say that many things
are happening in the world at the
moment that are hard for all of us
to understand as adults. We know
that some children are talking about these issues with
you at home and sometimes they have questions for
the team here at school. We may speak generally
about some issues, but we often refer children back to
their families when issues are sensitive or emotive.
Even though children look like they may be involved in
other activities they are often very aware of what is
going on around them as they try to make sense of the
world. Sometimes we need to take extra steps to
support our children.

A really helpful strategy is to limit what children see and hear by:
• not having the radio or TV on
• not using your phone while your child is around
• not talking about the news in front of your child.
You can find out more information about how to support your child when there is distressing or disaster
news through the Raising Children website. Here are two good links.
Supporting young children with disaster news
Supporting primary aged children with disaster news
International Women’s Day 2022
It is International Women’s Day 2022 today! I was thrilled to be able to attend a UN Women’s Event 2022
with the theme ‘Changing Climates: Equality today for a sustainable tomorrow’. This event recognised and
celebrated the contribution of women and girls around the world, who are working to change the climate of
gender equality and build a sustainable future.
There was an amazing array of speakers including Dr Jane Goodall and UN staff who had been and continue
to work in Afghanistan during August last year. They were inspiring and amazing women. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all the women in my life who help me to be the best person and the best Principal I
can be. I am so lucky to have you as family, friends, colleagues and amazing role models.

To the women of Latham Primary, within the staff team and within the families and friends of the children
who attend Latham, thank you also for all you do for our children and our community.
Admin Upgrade
Work has really ramped up with the last few weeks and we
are starting to see some big changes within the space.
Walls have started to come down and flooring has been
removed. When we are able to go into the space, we will
take some more photos.

50th Birthday
Thank you to those who have responded to our request
for information and memorabilia. Keep emailing the
school when you think of things. Once I have spoken with
the school board and P&C, we will send out some further
information about what the celebrations this year will look
like.

Looking after our grounds
I wanted to take a moment to thank Manuel and Ruben, our
amazing BSO team for the work they are doing to keep our
grounds and building in their amazing condition. The rain
has meant that the grass and weeds are growing pretty
quickly and staying on top of them is hard work. When it is
mowed and edged, I think our school looks gorgeous. Our
Building Services ASBA, Mark is also working hard to keep
the weeds at bay.

COVID Arrangements
Even though COVID requirements have reduce somewhat in the community that has been no change to
school requirements. We are still required to follow the arrangements that are set out by ACT Health.
Parents are able to come into the school by appointment only. If you do have an appointment, please ensure
you wear a mask if you need to enter the building. I hope to update you about Term 2 arrangements before
the end of Term 1.
Staffing Update
The team has been working tirelessly to ensure that everyone’s health and safety needs are being met and
that we are keeping everyone as safe as we can. Teaching in a mask, especially in hot weather, is a very tiring
activity and I would like to thank the team for their efforts over the last five weeks and for the five weeks to
come. Relief is also very hard to find and, although we work to minimise the impact through changing
teachers around and moving executive teachers onto class, it can be tricky for children when teachers
and/or the LSA is away. We are doing our very best and thank you in advance for your support in these
trying times.
Class Names
We have the rest of the class names in this newsletter. Enjoy!

2022 Class names
Preschool ‘Margaret Olley’ (PEB)
As a group our class explored all the things we love as pre-schoolers. We came up with lots of different and
interesting things, however, fruit and flowers proved very popular amongst all students. So, being researches
we investigated which artists were well known for painting fruit and flowers and found the incredible art
from Australian artist Margaret Olley.
The students all agreed that we should be named after her.

Preschool ‘Faith Kerehona’ (PMJ)
Faith Kerehona is a local Canberra artist. We have made observations of her mural at the Cook Grocer and
noticed bush, a person, a snake and a cockatoo! Through her mural, Faith felt it was important to “have both
indigenous representation and also representation of human relationships to nature, plant life and the
environment”.
We will be responding to this artwork through our own class mural.

Kindergarten Leila Jeffreys (KIS)
Leila Jeffreys is a contemporary Australian artist who is inspired by
nature. She photographs a range of different birds. Isobel’s class were
particularly drawn to one of her video artworks called ‘Nature Is not a
place to visit. It is a home”. They wondered where the birds had come
from and were surprised to see so many different coloured birds. They
were also curious as to how Jeffreys managed to get the birds to be
still in the portraits and felt that the birds must have felt safe. The
children were fascinated by the colours and just how friendly the birds
looked in the photographs. Leila Jeffreys is a strong environmentalist
who collaborates with a range of groups such as conservationists to
make her art. We feel lucky to see some of the birds from Jeffreys
photographs around our homes and school and enjoy watching the
birds that visit the garden outside our classroom.

Kindergarten Jeannie Baker (KPA)
Penny’s class enjoyed investigating Australian artists, Jeannie Baker and Helen Milroy, to help us decide on
our class name. We enjoyed the collage pictures that Jeannie Baker has created in her books and the
paintings Helen Milroy painted of backyard birds and bugs. After a tense vote, we declared Jeannie Baker the
winner by one point and our class are now Kindergarten Jeannie Baker. We will spend the year looking at
more collage pictures and focusing on Jeannie Baker’s vision of sustainability.

Kindergarten Sally Morgan (KNH)
We were very excited to choose the name Sally Morgan to represent our Kindergarten
class this year. We found out that Sally is an Indigenous artist and author, and she has
written many books such This is Me, Bush Bash and An A to Z Story of Australian
Animals. We recently read My Country and then made our own artwork using drawing,
collage and painting mediums, based on the illustrations in the book. We are looking
forward to reading many more of her books over the next couple of months and
continuing to explore and experiment with our own artwork and ideas.

Year 3/4 cohort (Mikayla, Sim, Bec, Bethany and Ruth)
Our classes really enjoyed researching our amazing Indigenous Artists both local and across Australia. It was
very hard to decide but they loved the art of one particular artist (and the name) and voted to be called the
Alex Birdfoxes. Our students both related to Alex Birdfox on a personal level and with his artwork. Alex
Birdfox is a Wiradjuri man born and raised in Yuni country. As a cohort we also have a personal connection
to Alex Birdfox as he is Mikayla Birch’s cousin. This connection will allow us to have contact with Alex Birdfox
over the course of the year. If you would like to check out his artwork, please go to
https://www.alexbirdfox.com/.

LSUA - Amani Haydar.
We have spent the last few weeks looking at the art of two different Australian female artists.
Our chosen artist, Amani Haydar, is a 2018 Archibald Prize winner, artist, author, and lawyer from
Sydney. Here is an example of one of her paintings. We like the faces and the colours.

GREEN TEAM
We are excited to announce the Green Team members this year are Owen Bardsley, Molly Brice, Alyssa
Eacott, Jetta Lyons, Ashton Stockbridge, Iwan Clarke, Lylah Wallace, Janelle Powell, Maple Yeo, Maddison
Powell, Brooklyn Champion, Liliana Romero- Tsang, Lilly Fitzgerald, Jaxon Brammall, Eleanor Minney, Ella
Nurmi, Eli Ford, Jaxon Bulger, Heidi Lee, Brody Boulter, Madi Taylor, Gabby Trenka, Lola McGrath, Nathan
Hillshorst and Marley Morgan and our team leaders are Mikayla Birch and Hugh Morell. We have some
exciting projects planned for this year and look forward to exploring more about the environment and
sustainability in our school setting. We also are going to begin some long-term sustainability and gardening
projects to educate our team and improve our wonderful school.

Local community information
Thank you to those parents that gave me some feedback from my previous tips on how to help their child or
children at school. I now have tips 3 and 4 to add to your collection.
Parents play a big role in helping their children to be confident and enthusiastic learners by helping them
believe they can do well at school, that trying hard and doing their best is important, and helping them be
organised, navigate challenges and solve problems.
Here are some more tips and ideas about the things you can do to help your child’s learning. I will share the
final 2 tips in LPS next newsletter.
Tip 3: Learn about the World Together
Parents have the biggest impact on their children when they help them to enjoy learning new things.
Children learn by exploring new things and finding new interests. This can include everyday activities like
cooking or shopping, cleaning, gardening, playing sport or going to community events, museums or libraries.
In practice:
•

Give your child the opportunity to be exposed to new things, to explore new areas of passion or
interest, and to participate in family, community and cultural activities.

•

Talk about what you are currently learning with your child and share the message that learning is
important at all ages. Explain how you plan, solve problems and think about the future.

•

Reinforce your child’s learning by going to libraries, museums, free concerts, sporting and cultural
events together.

Tip 4: Make Reading a Family Affair
The effect of reading to children takes root at a very early age. Reading together can broaden vocabulary,
create an environment for learning together and provide a basis for later discussions. Having your child read
to you is also a safe and nurturing way for children to practise reading as they learn themselves.
In Practice:
•

Tell and talk about your own stories. Share stories from your own family with your child. Tell the
stories that have been passed down for generations or that are part of your cultural heritage.

•

Read and talk about books and stories with your child. Ask about their favourite character in a book
or what they think might happen next in the story.

•

Shared reading activities do not have to be in English to have an impact. If you speak a different
language at home, you can speak and tell stories in your first language - this is very beneficial to your
child’s education and life experience.

•

Praise your child for their effort and persistence when they are reading.

•

Ask your child’s teacher or school for advice or specific strategies to support your child’s enjoyment
and skill development in reading.

•

These days, reading involves more than just books - reading on hand held devices (e.g. iPads) is just
as important, and helps to familiarise your child with technology as well as build their reading skills.

Kind regards
Mike Smith
Latham Primary School

Student-led conferences

Student-led conferences will be held for kindergarten to year 6 in week 2 Term 2 (Monday 2 May until Friday
6 May 2022). Student-led conferences encourage students to think critically about their own abilities and
achievements and help students to develop skills they will use long after they have finished school. They are
a way to continue to build our home and school partnerships and celebrate student learning. The benefits of
student-led conferences are:
1. Increased parent involvement. During student-led conferences, parents become active listeners and
learn how to support their children’s learning
2. Boosted student confidence and engagement. Student-led conferences encourage students to reflect
on their learning in their own words. How far they have come, where they still need to focus and
what they are proud of.
3. A better picture of student achievement. When students are included in the conversation regarding
their learning, they understand they need to be actively involved in their own academic and social
progress.
Please remember that these conferences are facilitated by your child. You will therefore need to bring your
child with you to your scheduled timeslot. We will be using an online booking system. Further information
on booking arrangements will be sent home in the coming weeks.
These conferences focus on your child sharing their goals and learning; they will therefore need to be
present at the meeting. We understand that families come in many different forms however it would be
beneficial for your child if both parents could attend at the same time. If this is not possible, your child can
engage in the student-led Conference process twice.

Save the date - Our next P&C meeting is scheduled for
Week 8, 22 March 2022. More details to come….
Due to unforeseen circumstances the Canteen is closed
this Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. However, we are
open for Ice Cream and Hot Dog Day this Friday 11th
March.
Order a hot dog and a dixie cup via Flexischools for $6.50.
Diary and gluten free options available. Fruit poppers are
also on sale. All orders must be placed by 5pm Wednesday
9th March. Mon/Tue preschool orders will be delivered
the following Tuesday.
We are pleased to announce the return of Canteen
counter sales. (However, there will be no counter sales
this week).
To ensure cohorts are adhered to, counter sales are open
to the:
- Junior years at recess only
- Senior years at lunch only
Canteen Volunteers - Can you help in the canteen? We'd
love to hear from anyone, including grandparents who
would like to help out for a couple of hours on Thursdays
or Fridays either regularly or just sometimes. You will need to show your vaccination certificate when you
sign in and wear closed toe shoes - all other training is on the job. Activities include: preparing lunch and
recess bags, cutting up fruit and vegetables, preparing pizzas, nachos, sushi bowls and other menu items,
plus a little bit of cleaning and tidying.
The more names we have on our rotating roster the better and the less shifts each volunteer will need to do!
Contact Barbara via canteencoord.lathampandc@gmail.com if you are interested in joining the team.
Want to get in touch?
Chat to a friendly face, message via Facebook or email lathamprimarypandc@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook by searching 'Latham Primary School P&C', select Join and make
sure you answer the group questions!

The 2022 P&C has a number of exciting announcements to come!!
Want to help, but not sure how? We still have a number of formal roles available. Not up for anything
formal? Then join us for our meetings or stay tuned as our 2022 plans evolve!!!

MEET YOUR 2022 P&C MEMBERS
Catherine Coe - President
Mum to: Bailey, year 4
Why I joined the P&C: To help our community rebuild post-COVID.
Most interesting job: I worked in a bookshop (before they all shut down) and spent
half of every pay instore.

Chantal Kelly - Treasurer
Mum to: Posie, year 1
Why I joined the P&C: Because I love planning things!
Interesting thing about me: I used to make wedding cakes for a living.

Katherine Power - Vice President (temporarily until one is found) and Grants Coordinator
Mum to: Jacob, year 2 and Brodie, preschool
Why I joined the P&C: By accident!! Last year I attended a meeting out of interest and when
no one was nominated for a president or vice president, I put my hand up!
The only thing I hate about parenting is: having to feed the kids (it’s an endless job)!

Barbara K - Canteen coordinator
Mum to: Cai year 4, Max year 2 and Elian in kindy
Why I joined the P&C: I made some great friends on the P&C last year and I want to do it all
again this year!
Interesting thing about me: Two jobs, two P&Cs, three kids, a husband and a house. I’m sure I
can fit more in….

Frances Stewart - P&C Council Representative and Canteen Volunteer
Mum to: Dylan E, year 3
Why I joined the P&C: because my family is new to the school.
Favourite food: Spinach and ricotta cannelloni.

Katrina Dempsy - Secretary - Watch this space
Tegan Carton - Events Coordinator
Mum to: Evelyne, year 2 and Madeleine, kindy (and Jack not yet in school).
Why I joined the P&C: To contribute to our community.
Favourite movie of all time: Waking Ned Devine.

Vicky Honchera - Uniform Co Ordinator
Mum to: Daisy, year 6
Why I joined the P&C: I originally joined the P&C to help fundraise for the school
and to help build community. However, I came to have the position of uniform
Coordinator because my son volunteered me, by saying “I think my mum would
be good at this, as she likes helping out” I checked out what was required and
realised I can donate about an hour a week to help out and have done so for the
last 8 years and have loved it.
Interesting thing about me: I teach the Diploma of Beauty Therapy at CIT.

Week 6 Sudoku Maths Challenge
Many teachers at Latham enjoy relaxing maths challenge that help get their brain thinking. Try out these
sudoku puzzles by yourself or with your family. Once completed you can email to: info@lathamps.act.edu.au
or hand it to your class teacher.

