
 

Dates to remember 
March  
Mon 4  Grip Leadership Conference 
Wed 6  Assembly hosted by year 5/6 – 

1:45pm  
Fri 8 Mufti Day – uniform free day 
Mon 11 Canberra Day Public Holiday 
Wed 13 Enrichment – 1:45pm  
Fri 15 Mufti Day – Wear your PJs to 

school      

Notes home 
ICT Note  
Fete wristband note  
Fete Newsletter 
Seesaw Note 
ELLA Note – Preschool  

 
School Contacts  
Front office – 614 20077 
Absence Email: info@lathamps.act.edu.au 
Principal: Liz Bobos  
liz.bobos@ed.act.edu.au  
Deputy Principal: Karen Wilson  
karen.wilson@ed.act.edu.au 
Executive P -2: Melissa Mongan 
melissa.mongan@ed.act.edu.au 
Executive 3 -6:  Daniel Manestar 
daniel.manestar@ed.act.edu.au 
Business Manager: Samantha Chapman 
samantha.chapman@ed.act.edu.au 
Latham School Board 
lathamprimaryschoolboard@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

Dear families, 

 

What a great start to the year with students engaged with in 

learning from the first day! I have carpark duty after school 

on Tuesdays and in week 1 it was brilliant to hear the buzz of 

excitement about the year to come. 

Priority 2 of our Strategic Plan is  

• Improve relationships between students, staff, parents 

and the wider community 

We have had some exciting partnerships with external 

agencies for several years that will continue this year and 

new ones on the horizon. Latham Primary School has had a 

partnership with ‘School Volunteers ACT’ for approximately 

10 years. These volunteers give up an hour a week to spend 

one-to-one time with students, in years 3-6, to build creations 

using Meccano whilst building a sense of belonging, 

confidence, resilience, risk-taking and cooperation to name a 

few. We also continue our partnership with Belconnen 

Community Services who have run a Bungee group for 

students from year 1-3. This is an art-based group that builds 

resilience, risk-taking, cooperation, and confidence. We also 

have many partnerships with members of our wider 

community who support with reading. We have a new 

partnership that I am in the process of getting up and 

running; I will give the community more information about 

this once it is finalised. 

 

If you would like to volunteer at Latham please contact me 

via email (karen.wilson@ed.act.edu.au) or make an 

appointment to come and meet with me to discuss options. 

The Meccano group is looking for a few people to bolster 

their numbers. If you are interested in finding out more, we 

meet on Wednesday’s at 10:10am in the cottage; feel free to come along. 

 

Latham Primary School has been chosen to be in the first group of ACT Education Directorate school to use 

the centralised academic reports. Daniel and I were at a training session last week to set up our school 

templates. Thanks to our whole school understandings of the Achievement Standards of the Australian 

Curriculum, this task is largely complete. In this new format, you will see your child’s achievement against 

Achievement Standards statements. For example, you will see a number of statements like ‘reads high-

frequency words and blends sounds orally to read consonant-vowel-consonant words’, instead of just a 

heading of ‘Reading’. There will still be a comment for English, mathematics and a general comment. Reports 
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will be signed electronically and emailed to parents, so please ensure that your email address is up to date. 

Semester 1 reports will be sent to families on Friday of week 9, term 2. 

Student-led conferences are also a part of our reporting cycle. These meetings provide students an 

opportunity to share learning and goals with their parents. In 2019, student-led conferences will be held in 

week 9, term 1. The move to term 1 is to provide an opportunity to build the connection between home and 

school early in the year. We will be using an online system (PTO) for families to book student-led conference 

times with their child’s class teacher. More information on how to do this will be available in the coming 

weeks. 

 

Thank you to all those who support our Latham swimming carnival last week. A big congratulations to Sally 

Parker and her team for the great organisation – it is a mammoth task. It was the first swimming carnival that 

has run at Latham since I arrived in 2014. Although I was unable to attend the event (as I was at training for 

the reporting system), I hear that this whole school event was fantastic with great participation levels. Please 

remember that in-school swimming lessons will only be available for year 2 students (as per Directorate 

policy). 

 

Continue to enjoy what is left of the warmer weather. Before long we will be complaining about the cold. 

 

Regards, 

Karen 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Merit Awards 
Congratulations to the following students on receiving a Merit Award at the assembly on 
Wednesday 20 February 2019. 
 
Azul G, Caelan O’C, B Foster, Lucas S-M, Allan W, Melachi P, Jaiken L, Ruby C, Eliza G, Rory 
W, Sofia K, Lily B, Elsa B, Sio T, Jennifer T, Logan W, Liliana R-T, Cayla G, Asta C, Diego G, 

Gavin M and S Newberry. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to put the fete date in your diaries! Please see the dedicated fete newsletter and fete 

Facebook page (www.facebook.com/lathampspnc/) for information. 

 

Mufti days – 8 and 15 March 

All students are invited to dress down, relax and raise money for the fete! 

8/3 – plain clothes, dress as yourself 

15/3 PJ day 

Please bring a gold coin donation each day to raise money for prizes at the Tombola fete stall and other fete 

needs 

 

Save the date! Term 1 disco will be Thursday 4 April 

Preschool – Y2: 5.15-6.45pm 

Y3-6: 7-8.30pm 

$5 – watch this space for a theme and volunteering opportunities 

 

http://www.facebook.com/lathampspnc/


 

Year 3/4 NEWS 
 
How is it almost the end of week 4? We think it’s a sign of time flying fast from all the fun 
we have been having! The year 3/4 Adventurers have had an excellent start to the year. We 
have been learning about our school values and how they look in our everyday school life. 
Collaboration and how we can work together as a team has been our focus. In class we 
have been reading together, sharing ideas for our writing together, playing math games 
together and working together to solve problems. We have also been enjoying our flexible 
learning spaces and learning how we work best, finding good fit spots, and enjoying 
nature as we complete our reading and writing. Here are some photos of us collaborating 
with each other!  
 
This term we are learning about explorers and the impacts that they had on the societies 
they discovered. We cannot wait to keep learning about their interesting journeys! We are 
looking forward to our huge year of learning ahead!  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

As part of our school 

improvement journey we have 

been investigating ways to 

improve relationships between 

students, staff, parents and the 

wider community. One of our 

ongoing actions has been to 

develop a culture that promotes 

learning for all, and in 2018 

some teachers trialled the use of 

Seesaw as an online platform 

that allows parents to engage in 

their child’s learning. 

 

Testimonials 

 ‘I love the app for the following 

reasons… It’s easy to use, it’s access is controlled as it’s contained to the class and not completely open to 

the public, it allows parents to easily follow our child’s activities and progress in class and see examples of 

their work throughout the term, as parents we can ask questions about our child’s work and it allows us to 

send you any questions or messages via a standard messaging system without imposing on your personal 

mobile number’. 

 

‘Communication via Seesaw has been great. It has helped me keep up to date with things in class i.e. 

permission notes due, and I love being able to see what the kids are doing and ask them questions about the 

work they’ve done’.  

 

‘Seesaw has been amazing to look at daily, especially as a working Mum and not being able to be part of the 

classroom to help out. Seesaw has shown me how my little one is growing and doing amazing work 

throughout her class’. 

 

‘…Seesaw has prompted conversations at the dinner table when I would ask *child about what he did at 

school that day. If he couldn’t remember, I would ask about certain activities that you completed/posted in 

Seesaw and he would then have a look of delight on his face as we knew what he had been up to. It is also a 

useful tool to communicate with you directly as the classroom teacher when I was unable to do so face to 

face’.  

 

There are many functions to the app, and as the school trials and exposes the various areas it will become a 

strong tool for students, teachers and their families. The focus for 2019 is on ‘breaking down the classroom 

walls’ and giving you access to the learning journey taking place throughout the year. Students will be linked 

with a student ID, allowing their online journal to be linked from year to year. For more information visit the 

seesaw site and watch this tutorial: https://web.seesaw.me/parents/ 

 

As this is a third party organisation, registration will require a signed note from you, this will only need to be 

done once from this year, and this will remain on file for the duration of their schooling at Latham Primary 

School. Notes were handed out at the ‘meet the teacher’ event on Tuesday of week 2;  if you have not 

received a note, please visit the front office or see your classroom teacher. 

 

Once the note is returned, teachers will send home a unique QR code for you to access their journal. 

If you would like more information on the privacy of the Seesaw app you can visit the website: 

https://web.seesaw.me/privacy-policy/ 

 

We look forward to sharing our learning with you 

Latham Primary Staff 

Melissa Mongan and Becky Pain – Seesaw Coordinators 

 

 

Coming Soon to Latham Primary… 

https://web.seesaw.me/parents/
https://web.seesaw.me/privacy-policy/


 

 

 


